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NEWSLETTER 
Website:www.stc.school.nzPhone:03 348 7010 

E-mail: staff@stc.school.nz Fax:03 348 2621 
 

Issue Date: 1 July 2010 ï No 19 

 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL  
The student council has been 

working hard coming up with ideas 

as to where to spend the workday 

money raised.   

 

One idea was a school minivan.  The 

money raised this year would not be 

quite sufficient to achieve this but 

the school has agreed to lend the 

student council half of the money.  

This way the school benefits from 

the van this year too.  

 

A number of trees have also been 

purchased to help provide shade and 

shelter on the far fields. The student 

council has traditionally given a 

lump sum to a charity.  This year 

they have decided to help support 

the school hardship fund.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.stc.school.nz/
mailto:staff@stc.school.nz
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Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 

Nau mai haere mai      Talofa lava 
 
Every morning of every school day our staff gathers together to begin the day with a reflection 

and general administrative information. Every teacher takes responsibility for a week for 

providing the reflection. This week Mr John Gaffaney, HOF Science, is providing us with some 

thoughts and writings from the world of science and discovery. I thought I would share with you 

the reflection which John provided on Monday from Carl Sagan and Ann Druyan. 

 

When we think about the future which our student will inhabit and the amount of change and 

growth and knowledge which has occurred in the last two decades, particularly in relation to the 

cosmos, these authors ask some challenging and thought provoking questions about our world. 

 

In the annals of exploration, the achievements of the two Voyager spacecraft are unprecedented. 

The piddling journeys of Columbus and Magellan spanned a few tens of thousands of miles on the 

watery surface of one small world. Voyagers 1 and 2 have travelled billions of miles through the 

ocean of space, exploring dozens of new worlds along the way and revolutionizing our knowledge 

of the solar system in which we live. And as a gift of the brilliant mission design, these robot ships 

are no longer bound by the Sunôs gravity. They have passed the outermost planets and are on 

their way to the cold, dark near-vacuum that constitutes interstellar space. Nothing can stop them. 

Their radio transmitters are unlikely to work beyond the year 2020. Thereafter, they will wander 

silently and forever in the realm of the stars.  

Who knows whoôs out there? Perhaps the rest of the Milky Way Galaxy is populated by desolate, 

wasteland worlds circling a hundred billion stars. Or maybe the Galaxy is rich in life forms and 

intelligence and technology much further beyond our reach than the Voyagers are beyond the 

reach of Columbus and Magellan. Someday - maybe millions of years in the future - one of these 

ghostly, derelict ships may be detected and captured by the representatives of some devastatingly 

advanced interstellar culture. They will wonder about the shipbuilders.  

If you could send a long message to such extraterrestrial beings - words, pictures, sounds, music - 

what would you say? How would you describe us? What would you leave out? Could you 

communicate intelligibly to very different beings with a wholly independent evolution? In 1977, at 

NASAôs behest, a few of us had a remarkable opportunity to attempt such a (one-way) 

communication. Frank Drake suggested not a plaque, but a phonograph record. As described in 

the book, Murmurs of Earth, we designed and prepared the record to carry a rich message to the 

stars - 116 pictures and diagrams about our global civilization and our species, greetings, 

samples of the worldôs great music, the brain waves of a young woman in love and much else.  

The Voyager mission has already become the stuff of myth, the premise for many works of science 

fiction. Brief excerpts from the Voyager record have been heard in films, television and radio. But 

the record itself has never before been available to the public, because of corporate rivalries and 

copyright restrictions. Warner New Media has broken through the logjam. Those of us who 

created the interstellar record - well-aware that different people would have made different 

selections - are delighted to help bring this message to you, essentially complete, as carried by 

Voyager. This is what the extraterrestrials will learn about us, should the spacecraft - now the 

fastest and farthest machines ever launched by the human species - one day encounter someone 

else in the depths of space.  

A billion years from now, when everything on Earth weôve ever made has crumbled into dust, 

when the continents are changed beyond recognition and our species is unimaginably altered or 

extinct, the Voyager record will still speak for us.  

- Carl Sagan and Ann Druyan 
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I wonder if our students were preparing a rich record to send a message into the 
intergalactic world what they would see as representing our global civilisation! 
 
It has been a busy and hectic term with lots of progressive changes in the school around 
fortnightly progress reports, student mentoring interviews and new format parent 
interviews and junior reports. 
 
Best wishes for relaxing and happy holidays. We hope our young men take the 
opportunity to rejuvenate but also to return really focussed on learning and academic 
success in Term 3. 
 
Warm Regards 

 
Christine OôBrien 
Principal 

 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 
Photographs are now available from Mr Biggs. Students have been notified  
but unfortunately not many have collected them. Please remind your son(s) 
to do so. Thank you. 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS 
During the July school holidays both Canterbury and Lincoln University have 
Open Days  geared to those students thinking of attending University in 
2011. 
 
If your son is considering University in 2011 these Open Days may clarify 
his thinking. 
 
The Open Days are not restricted to Year 13. 
All Year 13 students have been emailed with the programme outline for 
each institution. 
 
Canterbury University:    Date:   6 and 7 July 2010  

 

Lincoln University:           Date: 14 July 
Below is the email address for both institutions where you can access the 
programme: 

CANTERBURY UNIVERSITY
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/liaison/eventsdiary.shtml 

 

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY 

www.lincoln.ac.nz/Studying-at-Lincoln/Student-Recruitment/Student-

recruitment-events-right-one/#296 
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PUPIL WORK EXPLORATION 
In late August we are hoping to place the Year 11 pupils in a work 
exploration situation for half a day. Basically the students will follow a person 
in their place of employment to see what is involved in the job that person 
does. 
 
As a consequence if you can offer one of our Year 11 pupils that opportunity 
in your work place or suggest a work place who may take one of our pupils, 
could you please contact either Terry Bligh tbligh@stc.school.nz or Brian 
Knopp bknopp@stc.school.nz 
 
The pupils are not to be paid. Other than offering the opportunity we would 
also like some brief feed back on the student on things like presentation, 
punctuality, initiative which we could discuss further with each student. 
 
 
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

YMCA is running a Youth Development programme on Monday evenings 
4-5.30pm for 10 weeks starting 2 August. Cost $100 . This is great for 
young leaders aged 13-15. Mr Knopp has application forms. 
 
YMCA also run holiday programmes. They are looking for volunteer leaders 
to assist these programmes and offer training to those suitable. This is 
suitable for senior students and particularly those in sports leadership. Mr 
Knopp  has application forms for this programme. 
 
 
COLLEGE SHOES 
If you have any unwanted College shoes that your son(s) may have 
outgrown, preferably size 9 and above, we could make good use of them at 
the College.  Thankyou to all those parents/caregivers who have donated 
shoes. 
 
 

HEALTH NEWS 
The Canteen is introducing a new ordering system at Intervals.  Some 
students are missing out on Healthy Food options at lunch.  This way, they 
will be satisfied and ready to learn in the classroom with something healthy 
in their stomachs!   
 
How? 
Students line up at the Canteen at Interval (will be quicker if they lined up in 
the left lane), get a sheet to fill in (as attached to this newsletter, but there 
will be stacks of sheets at the Canteen) with their name, pay for it, then pick 
it up at lunchtime.  EASY!!!  As you will see, students can also order lasagne 
and soup on Friday if they order by Thursday.   

mailto:tbligh@stc.school.nz
mailto:bknopp@stc.school.nz


 5 

 

KSC (Knights of the Southern Cross) WRITING COMPETITION  
(Closing date:  Friday 23 July 2010) 

 
Topic:   This year we have been thinking about our priests. 
 

1. What do you consider to be the three most important duties of a parish priest? 
2. Outline three ways that you can assist your parish priest to fulfill his vocation. 

 

$1,200 Total Prizes 
    
Four categories by age at 23 July 2010 

 
Under 14 ï two prizes of $100 Under 16 ï two prizes of $100 
Under 18 ï two prizes of $200 Over   18 ï two prizes of $200 

 
Conditions of entry: 
The competition is open to all and is free to enter. 
All entries must be original work and not previously published. 
Copyright will remain with the author but the organizers (Knights 
of the Southern Cross ï (Porirua Branch) reserve the right to publish all or part of 
any entry. 
 
The maximum length is 2,000 words, typed on one side of A4 page(s), fastened 
together with a cover sheet showing the entrantôs name, date of birth, address 
(postal and e-mail) and telephone number. If the entrant is attending 
school/college/tertiary,  please give details. 
 
Entries must be received on or before 23 July 2010.  Entries will not be returned. 
 
The judges are members of the Knights of the Southern Cross and the judgeôs 
decisions are final. 
 
Entries to be sent to:  KSC Writing Competition 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
P O Box 51029 
Tawa, Wellington 
 

 
CHRISTCHURCH SCHOOL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Following the recent auditions for the Special Groups of the Christchurch 
School Music Festival, it is great news that Lachlan Gaudin ï 8K,  has 
been accepted to perform in the Senior Choir and Joseph Hardman ï 8P, 
has been accepted to play Cornet in the Concert Band. 
 
There were 634 pupils auditioning for 400 places so it is very exciting to 
hear of their achievement and we wish them all the best for the upcoming 
rehearsals and performances. 
 
 The Music Festival is on from the 13-15, 19-21 October 2010. 
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CLOTHING NAME TAPES 
The majority of clothing worn by students at the College is not named, 
please ensure that it is.   
 
If you require name tapes to be made, please phone / fax Roger or Judy 
Newick, (03) 313 6741. Prices are:  $12 per three meters (approximately 50 
names) or $14 with phone numbers. No charge for postage.   
 
 
SEWING ALTERATIONS / REPAIR SERVICE 
If your sonôs uniform is in need of repair (hems, pockets, cuffs, zips, braiding 
etc.) please phone Mrs Jeannette Harper, ph 348-3362, fax  348-3398. 
 

 
DENTAL SERVICE ï HOLIDAY PERIOD 
The Community Dental Service will operate an emergency service over the 
school holidays. This service is to provide relief of pain only and will not 
undertake óroutineô treatment.  
 
The service will be available each working day from 8:30am until 12:30pm 
from the Oral Health Centre, 16 Tuam Street, Christchurch for the 
following times: 
 
Monday, 5th July ï 16th July 2010 (excluding weekends) 
 
This service will operate by appointment only and if we are unable to see 
your child, alternative options will be given. If your child has dental pain as a 
result of an accident please contact your dentist in the first instance. 
 
You can phone and make an appointment for the emergency clinic by 
ringing 335 4222 Alternatively, your school dental clinic phone will have a 
message on how to access emergency care. 
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Canteen Menu 
 

Name:_________________________ 

 

 

NAME PRICE TICK BOX 
(write description of fillings) 

Macaroni and Cheese $3.50  
Bread Roll (Chicken or ham) $3.50  

Toasties- (choose 2 fillings) 

ham, cheese, onion, tomato, pineapple 

$2.50  

Frankfurters  

Tomato sauce/Mustard (circle) 

$2.50  

Garlic Bread $1.50  
Nacho Breads $3.00  

 

Friday Special (Order by Thursday) 
NAME  PRICE TICK BOX  

Lasagne $4.00  
Soup $2.00  
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SPORT 
Rowing Fundraiser  

 
1.   óBidding Sheet on Boardô ï see separate advertisement 
2.   $500 worth of electrical services ï These services include: 

 

General electrical repairs and maintenance 

General electrical installation and work 

Air conditioning installation 

Telephone and data installation 

Security system installation 

TV and Audio system installation 

Consultation and advice on all of the above.   
 
If you would like the óBidding Sheet on Boardô and the ó$500 of Electrical 
Servicesô, we have them for sale for a fundraiser.  Any donations will be 
considered so please get in touch with Paddy Dowling on 
pdowling@stc.school.nz  
 
 

Weightlifting 
If you are interested in having a go please contact Mr. Dowling or David 
Correos. To have a look at the boys in action come along to watch them 
train every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at the Sockburn Recreation 
Centre, just around the corner from school. Donôt be shy - give it a go!! 

 
30 June Sports Results - Winter 
 

Badminton Opposition Score Win 

STCC B Grade RAHS RED 8-1 STC 

STCC C Grade BYE BYE  

    

Basketball    

STCC 1st V RAHS 50-68 RAHS 

STCC Div 4 KAIA 35-60 KAIA 

STCC Yr11 Div 4 STAC RAIN 46-48 STAC 

STCC YR 9 MAIR Default MAIR 

Yr 7 & 8 Unleashed 5/6 31-8 STC 

    

mailto:pdowling@stc.school.nz
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Football    

STCC J1 BURN YR 10  Cancelled  

STCC J2 LINC B 3-5 LINC B 

STCC S1 RICC 2-1 STC 

STCC S2 LINW Cancelled  

    

Indoor Cricket    

STCC CBHS JB 175-39 STC 

    

Table Tennis    

STCC Gold (B Grade) CBHS C 2-7 CBHS C 

STCC Blue (B Grade) STAC BBOYS 3-3 STC 

STCC Red (C Grade) Rangi  Default STC 

    

 

The new Sport Cellphone. (02764 SPORT) is really working well. Congratulations to the 
captains for texting results in after their matches. 
 
Primary & Secondary Ski/Snowboard Races 
Students wishing to participate the either the Primary Schools Ski Races at Mt 
Cheesman (22nd August) or Secondary Ski and Snowboard Races at Cheeseman on 3rd 
August) should advise Mrs Riley urgently.  Entries close 28th July.  Parents will be 
required to supervise and provide transport to these events. 
 

RUGBY NEWS  26 June Games      
 
From all reports teams played in trying conditions with many of the playing surfaces 
turning into big óbogsô but at least there was game time!! 
 

First XV  
In bleak, cold miserable conditions the 1st XV battled to a 26 to17 win over Lincoln High 
School at the Lincoln Domain. Scoring four tries the team secured a valuable bonus 
point. The team arrived with 17 fit players, Luke Payne on the morning of the game 
having to pull out with a chest infection and Campbell Stewart belatedly on Friday to 
concentrate on his rowing.  
 
Players to shine were Horan Vaifale, Richard Moôale and Gerrard Radburnd grafting 
away in the forwards and D.K. Kahura played soundly at standoff in the conditions while 
Tom Scott kicked and defended well. Several players backed up from the 2nd XV and 
their efforts were greatly appreciated, notably Josh Tansey and John Strang, while 
Harrison Green arrived from the U 16 game to back up the first 15. 
 
Big game against Christôs College this Saturday at Christs so lets show some school 
pride and support the boys to hopefully achieve a win which would keep us in the top 
eight.  2.45pm kick off.   
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Under 16 
This was the match the team had been dreading all season, we knew it would be one of 
our toughest games and one we were not likely to win. 
 
Although we lost, the boys played a hard game with a strong defence and they remained 
committed to the end. Despite the high injury rate and few reserves they never gave up. 
The final score was 19 to CBHG 0 St Thomas the lowest points score for the CBHS team 
this season. The coach owes the players 10 push ups for arriving late. 
 
Under 14 
This team gained a well deserved victory over Sydenham on a sodden No 1 field at STC. 
What seemed to be a comfortable victory, the Sydenham team scored two late tries 
much to the anguish of the STC supporters and coaches. Players to shine were prop 
Duncan Roberts with his superb driving play, Mr Consistency, Thomas Valentine and 
fellow country player Guy Hoskin and Bradley Robertson in the backs for his incisive 
running and tackling skills. 
 
Under 13 
The first half last weekend showed continued improvement from the weekend 
earlier......BUT we fell asleep in the second half and let Lyttelton back into the match and 
in the end really giving them the victory. A full game effort is required this weekend to get 
us another win.  
 
Great to see our 2nd XV had a team turn up to play on Saturday but unfortunately had to 
default the points as we did not have a front row.  All players, in every grade, must 
ensure they contact their Coach if unable to attend Saturday matches so these types of 
situations do not arise again.   
 
 

ST THOMAS ó   SCORE WIN Player of the Day 

Press Cup Lincoln College 26-17 STC Marii Vili 

U18 Christôs College B 10-9 Christs B Jeri Thompson 

U16 CBHS B 0-19 CBHS B Andy Coburn 

U15 Sydenham 69-17 STC Elia Elia 

U14 Sydenham  STC Duncan Roberts 

U13 Lyttelton 15-34 Lyttelton No Player Named 

U12 Bye  Bye  

 
Mouth Guards ï I have managed to obtain mouth guards for a great price of $5 each.  
Please ensure your son is wearing a mouth guard during all rugby matches including the 
Primary Schools Thursday competition and Saturday games. Available for purchase Mrs 
Rileyôs office. 
 
Season Dates 
All teams be aware there are games 3rd July and no play 10th July (middle week of 
School Holidays).   Competition commences 17th July (Saturday before Term 3 begins) 
 
Roncalli Exchange ï 22nd July, Thursday first week back in term three, (in conjunction 
with our Press Cup match).  Monies from the cancelled St Kevins Exchange will be used 
to cover buses for this exchange.   
 
Ashburton Exchange ï Please note our U14 and U15 Rugby teams will be traveling to 
Ashburton on Thursday, 29th July.  Kick off U14 11am and U15 12.20pm ï Ashburton 
College.  
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JULY HOLIDAY PROGRAMME ï MOTIVATION NZ RUGBY 
 

 
 
 
KIDS FEST HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
The 2010 Kids Fest Holiday  Programme can be found at the website  
http://www.kidsfest.co.nz/ 
 
The Christchurch Learning Centres' Holiday Programmes offer a variety 
of accessible, safe and affordable activities for children during their school 
holidays. Programmes run city wide and are aimed at children between the 
ages of 5 - 15 years. For further information see the website  
http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/LearningCentres/Community/Holidays/ 
 

 
BUBBLEDOME SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
Have you ever wondered how computer games and 3D movies like Shrek 
are made? Learn the latest in 3D Animation and Games Design on a 
Bubble Dome School Holiday workshop this July. Other courses in 
Science, Inventions & Technology and Afterschool Animation at selected 
venues. For students aged 6 to 16 years. Tel: 0800 GET BUBBLE (438-
282) or Email: info@bubbledome.co.nz or Visit: www.bubbledome.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kidsfest.co.nz/
http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/LearningCentres/Community/Holidays/
http://www.bubbledome.co.nz/
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ETIME HOLIDAY PROGRAMME - Film Making (13 July - 15 July) 
Welcome to the exciting world of Film production! During this programme 
children will experience the roles of producer, director, cinematographer, 
composer and star as they create their own film. They will use iMovie to edit 
their footage and GarageBand to create a music soundtrack to accompany 
their film. Films will be saved on to DVD and presented to take home on the 
final day. Location: eTime, 17 Armagh Street, Christchurch. Time: 9am-3pm 
each day. Cost $180 incl. GST. 
 
To register, or for more information, please go to www.etime.co.nz or call 
eTime on (03) 366 9876. 
 
 
DOVE CATHOLIC FELLOWSHIP FOR WOMEN 
The next meeting will be held at Christ The King Parish Centre, 90 Greers 
Road, Burnside on Saturday 10 July 2010 from 1.30 until 3.30pm. 
 
Speaker:  Maria Boddington (an active young mother from Wellington who 
has a passion to share with and encourage others). All women welcome! 
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