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NEWSLETTER 
Website: www.stc.school.nz  Phone: 03 348 7010 

E-mail:  staff@stc.school.nz  Fax:  03 348 2621 
 

Issue Date: 13 May 2010 ï No 12 
 

FATHER DENIS KEVIN 

OôSULLIVAN 
 

 

 

Priest of the Diocese 

of Christchurch 

 

Born 9
th
 November 

1920 

 

Ordained a Priest 24
th
 

June 1945 

 

Died 6
th
 May 2010 

 

 

 

In DKôs own words: 

 
    òGod bless you alló 
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Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Nau mai haere mai      Talofa lava 
 
I received the following reflection for the Sixth Sunday of Easter from Br. Julian 
McDonald, a member of the Oceania Leadership Team. In an environment where the 
predominant discourse in the media around justice is a punitive short term approach 
which is not based on evidence from other countries and which does not address the 
real drivers of crime and dysfunction in our community, this is an uplifting and 
powerful true story. We are privileged in our school community to be operating a 
system of restorative justice which will educate and transform the thinking of our 
young men, as New Zealand citizens, in the future. 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

ñWhoever loves me will keep my wordéPeace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  

Not as the world gives do I give to youéthe Father will give you another Advocate to be 

with you always, the Spirit of truthéò                              John 14, 23-29 

 

It seems to me that the peace which Christ bequeaths to us in todayôs gospel is not 
some warm and fuzzy feeling that leaves us smug and contented.  Rather, itôs an 
attitude to living and a perspective we adopt towards everybody and everything we 
encounter.  Peace becomes a reality when we act with compassion, gratitude and 
generosity of heart.  While we stop and consciously pray for peace every Sunday 
during the Eucharist, it might be worth pausing to ask ourselves:  ñWhat exactly am I 
praying for when I join in the prayer for peace just before communion?ò  The peace 
which Christ promises in todayôs gospel is surely a prayer in itself.  The peace we 
celebrate in the Gloria, when we pray:  ñGlory to God in the highest and peace to 
Godôs people on earth!ò involves hard work and persevering, intentional effort. 
 
Let me illustrate what Iôm trying to say through reference to an article I read this week 
in the Winter edition of Divinity, a journal published by the School of Divinity at Duke 
University, North Carolina. 
 
Angelina Atyam is a nurse-midwife who lived with her husband and six children in the 
town of Lira in Uganda.  One of their children, Charlotte, attended St. Maryôs Catholic 
Boarding School for girls in the parish of Aboke, about 10 miles from the family 
home.  One night in 1996, rebels from the Lordôs Resistance Army (LRA) stormed the 
boarding school and abducted all the students.  The schoolôs deputy headmistress, a 
petite but formidable nun, and a male member of staff pursued the rebels into the 
jungle.  When they caught up with them, they pleaded for the release of the girls.  
The rebel leader reluctantly released 109 of the girls but 14 year old, Charlotte was 
not one of them.  The tiny nun proceeded to argue with the commander for the 
release of the other 30 girls but his response was merely a threat to kill the whole lot 
of the students if she persisted.  Those 30 girls were taken into neighbouring 
Southern Sudan where they were brutalised for the next seven years.  
 
Angelina and the parents of the other captured girls then started to meet weekly in 
their local church to pray for the release of their daughters.  No amount of praying, 
however, seemed to lift their spirits and their requests for help from the police and the 
Ugandan government got them nowhere. 
 
ñI was confused and bitter, and very deep in my heart I was thinking:  óHow do I 
avenge this?ôò says Angelina.  ñYet, we continued to pray and call upon the LRA to 
release our children, protect them, bring them home, and make peace again.ò  That 
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is, until a priest was leading the parents one day in the Lordôs Prayer. When they got 
to ñforgive us our sinsò, they suddenly stopped.  They could not go on and say ñas we 
forgive those who sin against us.ò  Realising that they were praying for forgiveness of 
their own sins, yet were unable to forgive the rebels for stealing their children, they 
filed out of the church in silence.  ñWe went back home to examine ourselves and our 
communities,ò says Angelina.  ñWhat was it that was burning  -  the anger, the 
bitterness, the corrosion of our souls?  We had put a curse on the rebels, but in the 
process had put one on ourselves.ò  When they met to pray again the following week, 
a transformation in them had begun.  As they prayed to forgive the rebels, their own 
sorrow began to lift.  They decided to share their forgiveness, first with other people 
in their communities, and then in neighbouring districts where other children had 
been abducted.  They organised meetings to tell their story.  Angelina even sought 
out the mother of the rebel commander who had made Charlotte his wife and 
reconciled with her, telling her that she had forgiven her son. 
 
Angelina helped to found a group called the Concerned Parents Association (CPA) 
which advocated for the release of all abducted children in Uganda, the peaceful 
resolution of the armed conflict and forgiveness of the LRA.  They petitioned the 
United Nations to intervene and Angela was eventually invited to address the UN 
Security Council in New York.  Her advocacy attracted the rebelsô ire and their chief 
offered to release Charlotte on condition that Angelina cease her activity.  Angelinaôs 
response was that she would desist if all 30 girls were released.  The commander 
refused and so did Angelina. 
 
While in captivity, Charlotte gave birth to two children.  One day, she escaped with 
the younger child and found refuge in a Ugandan army camp.  Once Charlotte was 
safely reunited with her family, Angelina went in search of Charlotteôs other son.  She 
eventually located the 5-year-old in one of the camps that had been established for 
the one million Ugandans who had been displaced during the civil conflict.  The 
youngster had fled the rebel camp during an air raid, convinced that his mother and 
younger brother had been killed.  Angelina continues the work of the CPA, promoting 
a culture of peace and reconciliation among Ugandan youth who still carry the scars 
of war and violence.  Charlotte is studying hospital management at the University of 
Health Sciences in Kampala. 
 
The peace that Christ offers is certainly not passive.  It calls for an active response 
from each of us, motivating us to dismantle barriers that divide, to seek to understand 
others, to forgive those who hurt us.  It nudges us to open ourselves to the 
promptings of Godôs Spirit and to become advocates ourselves for the poor, the 
forgotten, the dispossessed and the alienated.  Thatôs how we become instruments 
of the peace that Christ extends to us. 
 
Warm Regards 

 
 
Christine OôBrien 
Principal 
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CONDOLENCE 
Our deepest sympathy goes to the family of Fr. Dennis Kevin (DK) 
OôSullivan who died last week. DK was a wonderful friend of our 
College, a Christian Brother educated man and a key personality at all 
our gatherings, including prize-giving. We were looking forward to 
celebrating his 90th birthday at the Town Hall this year. We are sure DK 
will be there in spirit and we are privileged to have known this unique 
individual. 
 
 

PARENT ï TEACHER INTERVIEWS YEAR 7 -11 ONLY 
A - L   Surname  -   Monday  24 May, 7pm ï 9pm 

            M- Z          ñ          -  Tuesday 25 May, 7pm ï 9pm 
 
Your son will be bringing home an interview appointment time schedule 
next week which he would have filled out. Your son should have sought 
interview times with his subject teachers. The time slot is for five 
minutes.  
 

Marty Taylor 
Senior Dean 

 

 

Testing week 
 

Monday 17
th

 May ï Friday 21
st
 May 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Morn. Geography 

Yr 11 

3 hrs 

Technology 

Yr 11 

Periods 1, 2 

and 3 

 

 

Chemistry 2.2 

 

8:45 ï 11:30 

(2 groups 

1.25hrs each) 

Chemistry 3.2 

9:10 ï 11:10 

 

 

 

Science 1 

 

Group A 

2hrs 

 

Group B 

2hrs 

Mid   

 

 

English Yr 13 

Period 4 

Speech finals 

  Science 1 

 

Group C 

2hrs 

 

 

After-

noon 

 English Yr 11 

Period 6 

Speech finals 

 English Yr 12 

Period 6 

Speech finals 

 

Group D 

2hrs 



 5 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
YMCA is running a Youth Development programme on Monday 
evenings 4-5.30 for 10 weeks starting 2 August. Cost $100 . This is 
great for young leaders aged 13-15. Mr Knopp has application forms. 
 
YMCA also run holiday programmes. They are looking for volunteer 
leaders to assist these programmes and offer training to those suitable. 
This is suitable for senior students and particularly those in sports 
leadership. Mr Knopp  has application forms for this programme. 
 
 
OLD SHIRTS  
We have had a wonderful response to the request for old shirts and wish 
to thank all those parents who have delivered them to the Art 
Department. They are proving to be most useful. 
 
 
KSC (Knights of the Southern Cross) WRITING COMPETITION  

(Closing date:  Friday 23 July 2010) 
 
Topic:   This year we have been thinking about our priests. 
 

1. What do you consider to be the three most important duties of a 
parish priest? 

 
2. Outline three ways that you can assist your parish priest to fulfil 

his vocation. 
 

$1,200 Total Prizes 
Four categories by age at 23 July 2010 

Under 14 ï two prizes of $100 
Under 16 ï two prizes of $100 
Under 18 ï two prizes of $200 

                                     Over   18 ï two prizes of $200 
 
Conditions of entry: 
The competition is open to all and is free to enter. 
All entries must be original work and not previously published. 
Copyright will remain with the author but the organizers (Knights 
of the Southern Cross ï (Porirua Branch) reserve the right to publish all or part 
of any entry. 
 
The maximum length is 2,000 words, typed on one side of A4 page(s), fastened 
together with a cover sheet showing the entrantôs name, date of birth, address 
(postal and e-mail) and telephone number. If the entrant is attending 
school/college/tertiary,  please give details. 
 
Entries must be received on or before 23 July 2010. 
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Entries will not be returned. 
 
The judges are members of the Knights of the Southern Cross and the judgeôs 
decisions are final. 
 
Entries to be sent to:   KSC Writing Competition 
     Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
     P O Box 51029 
     Tawa, Wellington 
 
 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY GARDEN 
We are a year 12 Pad class at school, and are doing a project on 
horticulture, which involves building a garden outside the classroom. The 
garden will be for the school community, and will have a variety of 
vegetables in it, which can be handed out to students who may need 
them. To complete this task, we will need boxing timber, top soil, and 
any old gardening implements.   
 
When we complete the project we should have 3 raised gardens behind 
the classroom, so if anyone could kindly donate any of the materials 
required, it would be much appreciated you can contact our teacher at 
pdowling@stc.school.nz or (03)3487010 ext 732. 

Regan Bush 
 
This garden will have winter and summer vegetables grown in it as the 
seasons change. The purpose is to firstly service the school community 
and fill a need where one exists. 
 
As this garden progresses, it is hoped we will look further into the 
community. This is also a great learning opportunity for the young men 
here at the College as we look to a more sustainable future as it once 
was. 
 
If you are able to help in any way with this project it would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Paddy Dowling                                                                                                                                                                   
Edmund Rice Coordinator             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pdowling@stc.school.nz
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Mark this date on your calendar now! 
Please phone the College office, 348ï7010 to enter, 

a.s.a.p. 
 

Friday 18 June 2010 

PFA FAMILY QUIZ NIGHT 
Cash bar available, Supper provided 

Prizes for Winning Teams, spot prizes and Raffles 
Doors open 6.30pm, Quiz starts 7pm 

$50 per team (5-6 members) 
 

To register a team, please phone the office on 348 7010 leaving your 
name, number of team members and your contact details. Pay at the 
door on the night.  NB ï cash only, no EFTPOS available. 
 
Donation of prizes or questions please contact Lee (Chairperson) on 
322 9805, Marie (Secretary) on 351 9555 or Jo on 342 3634. 
 
Donation of supper items ï savoury or sweet - please contact Jo 325 
7712 or Cath 357 0505. 
 
Venue: St Thomas of Canterbury College School Hall  
             69 Middlepark Road, Sockburn 
 

 
                 
SPORT 
Sports Results - Winter 
 

Badminton Opposition Score Win 

STCC B Grade RAHS RED 8-1 STC 

STCC C Grade PPNU 0-9 PPNU 

    

Basketball    

STCC 1st V RAHS 46-35 STC 

STCC Div 4 STAC 5 54-32 STC 

STCC YR 9 MAIR 16-126 MAIR 

    

Football    

STCC J1 BYE   

STCC J2 RICC 6-1 STC 

STCC S1 STAC 8-3 STC 

STCC S2 STAC MXD 1-3 STAC 
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Indoor Cricket    

STCC LINC SEN 141-72 STC 

    

Table Tennis    

STCC Gold (B Grade) STBD B2 Default STC 

STCC Blue (B Grade) RICC MIXED 9-0 STC 

STCC Red (C Grade) VILL WHITE 1-8 STC 

    

 
Great start to the winter sport programme.  A big thanks to all teams that used the 
new Sport Cellphone. (02764 SPORT). All captains text their results to this number 
at the end of their games thus getting results immediately.   

 

 
ROWING FUNDRAISER ï THANKS!! 

 

 
 
Lucy P3 red 16 month old heifer $1000 +  GST. 
 
Matariki - P1 grade black 2 year old heifer with short tail $500 + GST  
 
Ella - P1 black 16 month old heifer $700 + GST 

 

We have 3 heifers left!!   
 
We have sold 9 out of 12 Highland Cattle, six to a STC  familyï so STC Rowing will receive over $400.   
 
3 left - 2 black and 1 red all registered with the NZ Highland Cattle Society (as pictured) 
 
All very quiet and are good pets and lawnmowers as well as being excellent breeding stock. 
 
Can be seen in Cass Bay, Lyttelton. Phone 328 9028 or email burrough@ihug.co.nz 

mailto:burrough@ihug.co.nz
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Farewell Flannery 

 
Joshua Tansey, Nathan Flannery, Matt Radburnd, Gerrard Radburnd, Campbell 

Stewart 

A quiet, shy unassuming young boy walked in to the gates of St Thomas of Canterbury 
College knowing that the only person who controlled his future would be him. What a 
place to start the adventure, an academic wonderland with a growing sporting culture. 

 

Rise up he did and pushed the limits of his body to become the most successful rower to 
be a part of the young discipline. He has seen it rise to the heights it has reached now 
and been an integral member of the rowing family from the day he started.  

 

With his trusty side kick Campbell Stewart and his body guards Joshua Tansey and 
Gerrard Radburnd all supporting and pushing him to deliver, Nathan stood up and was 
counted. He put himself out there to be persecuted by his friends. Look at him now! Who 
won? The achiever is always the person willing to do what they know is right in the time 
of indecision, the person who strives for personal and team excellence, jumping to the 
next step, building the next and then conquering it. 

 

Off into the North Island and New Zealand Sunset he will go. Sunday will be the day this 
school is recognised for having a New Zealand Junior Rower, and dreams will start to be 
realised for Nathan and the hard work will begin. 

 

We all wish you the best Nathan, your crew mates, the rowing family, school community, 
old boys and the Canterbury Region. 

 

Believe in yourself as we do, push past the pain, smile in the face of fear 

 and realise your dreams. 

 

Paddy Dowling   

Master in Charge of rowing 
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ST THOMASô ROWING 

WE NEED YOU!!! 

         2010 - 2011    

 

       8 x YEAR 8ôS  

      8 x YEAR 9ôS 

       8 x YEAR 10ôS 

       8 x YEAR 11ôS 

       8 x YEAR 12ôS 

Winter training = Sundays  June & July 

8 weeks FREE  

NO obligation 
 

Be a part of the LEGEND  that is  

ST THOMASô ROWING!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

5years 14 gold, 12 silver, 8 bronze medals 
 

If interested see Mr. Dowling at school or email pdowling@stc.school.nz 

 
Rugby News        

mailto:pdowling@stc.school.nz
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Saturday was like Club Day at St Thomasô fields with all teams bar one playing on home 
turf.  Results were mixed but two teams had great wins.  The U15 
had a nail biting win against Hornby (39-38), with Elia Elia scoring 
four tries.  Another scoring fest for the U16 team also, with Pasiano 
Leumuava scoring four tries.  Congratulations to our players of the 
day.  
 

ST THOMAS    SCORE WIN Player of the Day 

Press Cup St Andrews  12-39 St Andrews Luke Payne 

U18 CBHS 2 26-32 CBHS Thomas Kerr 

U16 St Bedes B 78-  7 STC Makesi Tito 

U15 Hornby 39-38 STC Elia Elia 

U14 St Andrews A 19-75 St Andrews Tyler Good 

U13 New Brighton   0-41 New Brighton Patrick Dravitzki 

U12 Burnside White   5-75 Burnside White Israel Loch-head 

 
Club Day ï 22 May ï Put this date on the calendar and make this a day for the family 
supporting all our teams and enjoying a sausage sizzle.   
 
Jerseys ï The good news is these have arrived and many were distributed last Friday.  
Some students asked to have their jerseys put on account.  We endeavour to 
accommodate this request but ask that you please clear this balance as soon as 
possible.  I just want parents to be fully aware, that apart from the Thursday Primary 
Rugby and U12 grades, the College no longer provides rugby jerseys.   
 
Subs ï A gentle reminder that rugby subs are now overdue.  $30 or $50 per family.  
Press Cup is $400.   
 
Thursday Primary School Rugby ï Due to St Thomasô being the only school to enter 
two 15-a-side teams, we were asked to change our teams to 10-a-side.  Unfortunately 
this has meant the splitting of our U12 and U13 Saturday teams.  If your son has been 
moved, this has no reflection on his rugby skills, it has just been the reshuffling of 
forwards and backs to make 10-a-side teams.  Blue and Yellow rugby jerseys have been 
issued depending on their Thursday team.  The emphasis on Thursday Rugby is 
participation. 

 

Rugby Raffle Drawn 
The 2009 signed All Black rugby Jersey raffle has been drawn and won by a rugby nut. Kirsten 

Billcliff was sold a ticket while sitting in her garden. Kirsten left the UK to follow the All Blacks 

and live, work and breathe good rugby. 

 

 

 

Kirsten has worked with SANZAR 

setting up the rugby super 12 and Tri 

Nations matches. She has a space 

already on the wall for this frame. 

 

Thank you to all who supported this 

raffle for Child Cancer. $1530.00 was 

raised and Blake Rossiter will present 

the cheque in the next few weeks. 
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Driving it Home!!! 
Congratulations David Correos and Sam Prendergast 

BRONZE AT OCEANIAS IN FIJI !!!!!! 
David Correos and Sam Prendergast travelled to Fiji last week to compete in the 
Oceania Weightlifting Championships  They both pushed hard and won BRONZE 
medals in there weight classes to be the New Zealand Champions in their weight class 
as they were beaten by lifters from different countries. 

 

 

 
 

 

David (under 105kg class) was pushed up a weight class into the New Zealand Junior 
team who won the overall teams title out of the 16 countries competing. Sam (under 94 
kg class) competed in the New Zealand Youth team and they were placed a remarkable 
2nd at the end of the weekend.   

Our first school Champions in Weight Lifting  

 

 

Weightlifting is at the end of its first competitive year and already the school is standing 
out against all other schools in New Zealand. 

Achievements to date: 

Leroy Brown 

Gold South Island Championships (open class) 

 

 


