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 Jubilee Dates Announced  

The College will celebrate fifty years of existence in September 2011. 

Chris OôConnell 

Old Boys Network Coordinator 

coconnell@stc.school.nz 

Hello Old Boys 
 
I am delighted to be able to announce the dates for the Collegeôs 50th Jubilee in this edition of The Thomas 
Times. They are Friday 7th October to Sunday 9th October 2011. Several factors were taken into account 
in deciding the dates such as; the school term dates for 2011; the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand and 
clashes with another reunion from another boyôs catholic school in Christchurch. The weekend chosen is 
actually the quarter finals weekend for the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand, with that tournament running 
from September 10th- October 22nd. The two quarter finals are hosted in Wellington and Christchurch on 
that weekend and games will kick off at 8.30pm. Having our Jubilee on that weekend increases our 
chances of getting a large number of Old Boys from across the world attending.  
 
The venues, activities and finer details are yet to be confirmed but the skeleton outline of the weekend 
includes; a visit of the modern day College in operation; a visit to a sporting fixture (probably First XI 
cricket), a Golf game, Dinners, Jubilee Mass and many, many opportunities for socialising and drinking!! 
Please book accommodation now if you are concerned about securing it. 
 
I am currently in the process of developing an Old Boys Jubilee committee. In the next few months I will be 
inviting people to be part of the organising committee and I would love to hear from anyone interested in 
being involved. I am grateful to Bevan Killick who has been assisting me in the organisation of the Old Boys 
network already. His input has already been invaluable and itôs great to have him back in Christchurch after 
several years living in the UK (see photos later in this issue). 
 
There have been a couple of Old Boys events recently and you will see some of the pictures of these in this 
publication. It is very heartening to get the feedback that guys are enjoying the events and catching up with 
old mates. I really appreciate the guys who are passing on the information that I send out and it is great to 
get new people registering their interest all the time. If you are forwarding this newsletter on to other Old 
Boys please copy me in to the email so I can add their email addresses to the data base. 
 
It has been a very busy first term at the College and the big news is that we have a new Library Information 
Centre that will be opened in the first week of Term Two.  
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I have included an invitation to Old Boys for the opening of the Centre in this newsletter. We would love to 
see you and it is pleasing to see that several Old Boys have already put their names down to attend. Along 
with the opening there will be the launch of a brand new web site for the College which will include a 
comprehensive Old Boys Section which you will hear more about shortly.  
 
Our prayers and thoughts are with; the Harrison family following the death of Mr Harrison, father of Matthew 
Harrison and with Greg Curtain an Old Boy from the 1980ôs who is very ill. 
 
For those of you who are receiving this newsletter for the first time my name is Chris OôConnell, and I am 
the Head of Sport and a PE Teacher at the College. I am a proud Old Boy of the College (1988-1992) and 
was College Captain in 1992. I have recently rejoined the College capacity as a staff member and I have 
been appointed as Teacher in Charge of the Old Boys Network. 
 
The Facebook page that I set up entitled óSt Thomas of Canterbury College Old Boys Networkô is growing by  
the day. Please join up if you are a Facebook member as you will be eligible for the very up to date news  
that is posted on the site and event invitations. 
 

 
The STC Old Boys Network Facebook Page 

I look forward to hearing from you soon 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris OôConnell 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.

I N V I T A T I O N  T O  T H E  O P E N I N G  O F  T H E  L I B R A R Y  

I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T R E  

Thursday, April 30, 2009 10:00am - 11:30am 

St Thomas of Canterbury College Old Boys are cordially invited to attend the opening of our new 
Information, Research and Learning Centre which will take place on Thursday, 30 April 09, from 10am ï 
11.30amé(arrival no later than 9.45am). 
 
The Prime Minister, Hon. John Key, will officially open our new Centre and we would very much like you 
to come along and be part of this very special celebration.  
 
Light refreshments will be served following the official opening ceremony.  Please RSVP to Chris 
OôConnell. 
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Blasts from the Past! 

Thanks to Paul Sutherland for the following information about his Basketball Team from 1985!! 
Paulôs notes..... 
Year 1985 

top row left to right  

Steve Tansey 

Chris Pemberton 

Steve Glen-living in London designing offshore drilling platforms  

Steve Cleave-played NPC for Canterbury, did some coaching and playing in Ireland, owned a pub in chch 

back row left to right  

Paul Sutherland-still at St Jocks fixing electrical stuff 

Kev Collier-ôhigh upõ at christchurch city council parks and recreation 

Tex Charlton-owns drainage contracting firm in chch  

Dave Wicken-last seen ski race coaching at Mt Hutt and now working in HR. 

John Stuart-played senior cricket in chc forever......now in Aus 
 

 
 

Here are two more photos from the past. Who can email me with the year, the team, any stories about the 
lads in the photos and who the hell they are!!!?? 

 
Email me at coconnell@stc.school.nz 

 

 

 

mailto:coconnell@stc.school.nz
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STC OLD BOYS IN THE NEWS....... 

 
 
Andrew Auimatagi was announced as the new Director of the Aranui High School Rugby League 
Academy in January 2009 
 
Andrewôs other great Rugby league Achievements include.... 

¶ Age Grade Canterbury Rugby League and Rugby Union Player  

¶ Former Level 2 Carded Athlete with the New Zealand Academy of Sport  

¶ Canterbury Bulls representative since 2003  

¶ Junior Kiwi (2002)  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Glenn Scott of the Waimak Ashley Coastguard was on One News on 4/1/09 giving his perspective of the 
rescue of, Christchurch Jet Skiier Nathan MacLure who was lucky to survive 24 hours adrift at sea, battling 
treacherous weather conditions. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nelsen gets two goals for All Whites Wednesday April 1st, 2009 Source: NZPA 

 
Ryan Nelsen with another STC Legend Brother Bill Dowling 

A brace of goals from New Zealand's football captain earned his team a 2-2 draw with Thailand A in 
Bangkok on Wednesday morning. Nelsen struck in the 20th and 58th minutes to draw the All Whites level 
after twice falling behind in the first half.  



Newsletter   5 

 

Ben OôNeill and his partner Jamie Ritchie were victims of an unlucky burglarly 
Source: Christchurch Mail Wednesday March 4, 2009 
 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Andre Berkett wrote to the Editor of the Ch Ch Press, following an operation to treat Testicular Cancer. 
Source: Ch Ch Press Monday March 2, 2009. 
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Paul McCarthy joined the St Thomas of Canterbury College Staff as an ESOL and Physical Education 
Teacher at the start of Term One. Old Boys are coming back to teach at the College in their droves with 
Chris OôConnell, Phil McKendry, Ronnie James and Duncan Bond already established as staff members at 
the College. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Darron Reekers, a Netherlands International Cricketer is back living in Christchurch 
Source: DON SCOTT/ The Press March 2nd 2009 

 
THROWN AWAY: St Albans batsman Darron Reekers loses his bat while attempting a big shot against 
Old-Boys-Collegians in Christchurch. The Saints had a seven-wicket win in the rain-reduced 25-over affair 
at Hagley Park. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Christian Brothers Web Site message from Old Boy David Green (1968-1973) 
 
The Christian Brothers in NZ web site is at http://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enwiki/7466510. The site might be 
of interest to other old boys as it contains biographical summaries of many of the Brothers who taught in NZ 
from the time the first Christian Brothers School was set up in Dunedin in 1876. I suspect it includes many 
of the Brothers who have taught at St Thomas's over the years - it certainly covers those who were there 
the years I attended (1968-1973). 
 

https://mail.stc.school.nz/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enwiki/7466510
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It was fantastic to see Old Boy James Weijmanne who visited the STC vs Gregory Terrace First XI game 
during the tour to Nudgee in January 2009. James was a team member of the STC First XI team that won 
the tournament in January 1993 along with Chris OôConnell (pictured below). He is currently doing very well 
as an Engineer over there for a large Australian Company. Great to see you James and thanks for your 
support of our teams! 
 

 
 
Welcome back to Christchurch Bevan Killick after 12 years in living in London and working as a top 
Accountant over there. Bevan is seen here on his Stags Do in óSTC Fancy Dressô!!!!  
He gets a Detention for no tie and as for the beverage while wearing school uniform........but good to see 
the socks are up!! 
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OLD BOYS EVENTS 
 

Trevinos Drinks Friday March 6th 2009 
A few beers with a few lads and teachers from the past....... 
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Old Boys vs First XI 20/ 20 Cricket Game  

 
An Old Boys Invitational XI ócleaned upô the current school First XI by 25 runs in November 2008 

 

 

 

 
The Victorous Old Boys 20 20 Cricket Team 

 
Back: Paul McCarthy, Blake Ford, James Baxendale, Anthony OôConnell, Ben OôNeil, Keiran Williams, 
Chris OôConnell, Ronnie James 
Front: Paul Sutherland, Nigel Slater, Phil McKendry and Scott Greenlees 
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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER SNIPPETS 
 

FIRST MAADI SILVER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pictured here is the Under 17 Quad that won silver at the Maadi  Cup and are now known as South Island 
Champions. 
From left we have Guy Williams, Campbell Stewart, Nathan Flannery, Simon Breen, Robert Wilson, 
Joshua Tansey and Paddy Dowling. 

 
Polynesian Festival Wednesday 1 April 2009 Town Hall   
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Cricket tour to St Josephôs College in Nudgee, Brisbane. St Thomasô travelled to Brisbane for 
the annual Christian Brothers Cricket Week in January 2009. Pictured below is the First XI before 
their first game vs St Laurenceôs College and below that the tour party at the airport. We took two 
teams for the first time with a Development Team accompanying the First XI 
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JOYCE CLEAN UP ATHLETIC SPORTSð 
COLOURED HOUSE SINGLETS RETURN TO ST THOMASô!!! 

 

Joyce House said they would win and they did ï with quite a display of determination and 
house spirit. The day ended up being so popular that the finals had to be moved to the next 
afternoon. This was due to huge house competition with participation figures well up on 
previous years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2009 SWIMMING SPORTS 

 
This year the mighty Marlow House turned up to swimming sports with a very simple goal ï to win! The 
Marlow Juniors stepped up their game and won most races and the Canterbury Representatives showed 
their class. Daniel Kahura, Mika Saniuela-McEntyre, Matthew McLaughlin and our seniors participated 
in nearly every event which was enough for us to dominate the other houses. V-I-C-T-O-R-Y!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Newsletter   13  

 
Akli Lafdal has a number of birthdays every year and this has become a real school tradition. He 
has at least one birthday every termðof course kids volunteer to bring a CAKE... no pressure on 
them at all!  
 

 
 

The new PE kit has arrived and queues of boys waited to be given their sportôs top and were seen 
modelling the gear all around school. Pictured here is a year seven group kitted out and ready for 
PE class 

 

STC SPORTING ACTION...... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


