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The St Thomas of Canterbury College
Old Boys Network Publication

Issue 2 April 2009

College 50™ Jubilee Dates Announced

The College will celebrate fifty years of existence in September 2011.

Chris O6Connell
Old Boys NetworkCoordinator

coconnell@stc.school.nz

Hello Old Boys

| am delighted to be able to announcet he dat es f or "JjubileeinGhisleditiergoé The Tha@as
Times. They are Friday 7™ October to Sunday 9™ October 2011. Several factors were taken into account
in deciding the dates such as; the school term dates for 2011; the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand and
clashes with another reunion from another bohosdnss
actually the quarter finals weekend for the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand, with that tournament running
from September 10™- October 22™. The two quarter finals are hosted in Wellington and Christchurch on
that weekend and games will kick off at 8.30pm. Having our Jubilee on that weekend increases our
chances of getting a large number of Old Boys from across the world attending.

The venues, activities and finer details are yet to be confirmed but the skeleton outline of the weekend
includes; a visit of the modern day College in operation; a visit to a sporting fixture (probably First XI
cricket), a Golf game, Dinners, Jubilee Mass and many, many opportunities for socialising and drinking!!
Please book accommodation now if you are concerned about securing it.

I am currently in the process of developing an Old Boys Jubilee committee. In the next few months | will be
inviting people to be part of the organising committee and | would love to hear from anyone interested in
being involved. | am grateful to Bevan Killick who has been assisting me in the organisation of the Old Boys
network already. His input has already been invaluableand it dés great to have
several years living in the UK (see photos later in this issue).

There have been a couple of Old Boys events recently and you will see some of the pictures of these in this
publication. It is very heartening to get the feedback that guys are enjoying the events and catching up with
old mates. | really appreciate the guys who are passing on the information that | send out and it is great to
get new people registering their interest all the time. If you are forwarding this newsletter on to other Old
Boys please copy me in to the email so | can add their email addresses to the data base.

It has been a very busy first term at the College and the big news is that we have a new Library Information
Centre that will be opened in the first week of Term Two.
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| have included an invitation to Old Boys for the opening of the Centre in this newsletter. We would love to
see you and it is pleasing to see that several Old Boys have already put their names down to attend. Along
with the opening there will be the launch of a brand new web site for the College which will include a
comprehensive Old Boys Section which you will hear more about shortly.

Our prayers and thoughts are with; the Harrison family following the death of Mr Harrison, father of Matthew
Harrison and with Greg Curtainan OldBoy from t he venGilB06s who i s

For those of you who are receiving this newsletter for the firsttime my name i s Chand$amOos6 Co
the Head of Sport and a PE Teacher at the College. | am a proud Old Boy of the College (1988-1992) and

was College Captain in 1992. | have recently rejoined the College capacity as a staff member and | have

been appointed as Teacher in Charge of the Old Boys Network.

The Facebook pagethatlsetupent it l ed 6St Thomas of Cant dsrglowinghy Co l
the day. Please join up if you are a Facebook member as you will be eligible for the very up to date news
that is posted on the site and event invitations.
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TheSTCOId Boys Network Facebook Page
| look forward to hearing from you soon
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Chris O6Connell
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INVITATION TO THE OPENI

INFORMATION CENTRE
Thursday, April 30, 2009 10:00am - 11:30am
St Thomas of Canterbury College Old Boysare cordially invited to attend the opening of our new

Information, Research and Learning Centre which will take place on Thursday, 30 April 09, from 10am 1
11.30amé(arrival no | ater than 9. 45am).

The Prime Minister, Hon. John Key, will officially open our new Centre and we would very much like you
to come along and be part of this very special celebration.

Light refreshments will be served following the official opening ceremony. PleaseRSVP to Chris

O6Connel |

|
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Blasts from the Past!
Thanks to Paul Sutherland for the following information about his Basketball Team from 1985!!
Paul 6s notes.
Year 1985
top row left to right
Steve Tansey
Chris Pemberton
Steve Glenliving in London designing offshore drilling platforms
Steve Cleaveplayed NPC for Canterbury, did some coaching and playing in Ireland, owned a pub in chch
back row left to right
Paul Sutherland-still at St Jocks fixing electrical stuff
Kev Collieré h i g h chrigtourch tity council parks and recreation
Tex Charltorrowns drainage contracting firm in chch
Dave Wickentlast seen ski race coaching at Mt Huttand now working in HR.
John Stuartplayed senior cricket in chc forever......now in Aus

I
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Here are two more photos from the past. Who can email me with the year, the team, any stories about the
lads in the photos and who the hell they are!!l??

Email me at coconnell@stc.school.nz
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Andrew Auimatagi was announced as the new Director of the Aranui High School Rugby League
Academy in January 2009

Andrewbés other great Rugby | eague Achievements inclu
1 Age Grade Canterbury Rugby League and Rugby Union Player
9 Former Level 2 Carded Athlete with the New Zealand Academy of Sport
9 Canterbury Bulls representative since 2003
9 Junior Kiwi (2002)

GLENN SCOTT

Waanan Adteey Lonal),

Glenn Scott of the Waimak Ashley Coastguard was on One News on 4/1/09 giving his perspective of the

rescue of, Christchurch Jet Skiier Nathan MacLure who was lucky to survive 24 hours adrift at sea, battling
treacherous weather conditions.

Nelsen gets two goals for All Whites Wednesday April 1st, 2009 Source: NZPA

Ryan Nelsen with another STC Legend Brother Bill Dowling
A brace of goals from New Zealand's football captain earned his team a 2-2 draw with Thailand A in

Bangkok on Wednesday morning. Nelsen struck in the 20th and 58th minutes to draw the All Whites level
after twice falling behind in the first half.
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Ben

O dancehis Ipdrtner Jamie Ritchie were victims of an unlucky burglarly

Source: Christchurch Mail Wednesday March 4, 2009

By TRACEY CHATTERTON

urglars have forced a
B Christchurch couple to

delay their wedding
plans, as they have had to use
their savings to replace stolen
goods.

Jamie Ritchie and her fiance
Ben had their home invaded by
burglars who rummaged through
taking valuable electronics and
sentimental jewellery.

The couple had been in their
Sydenham flat just two days
when their landlord called to tell
them they had been burgled.

brick smashed through their

hack door and their new 42 inch

plasma television missing, along
with their laptop, DVD player,
DVDs and Playstation games.

They were still paying off their
television, which they bought
with vouchers given as an
engagement present.

Jamie was devastated that the
burglars had taken a family heir-
loom and they had lost their only
photos of their engagement party
which were stored on the com-
puter. Also on the computer was
Jamie’s work towards her

They rushed home to find a

masters degree in teaching.

She was forced to dip into her
savings to replace the laptop
which she needed for her studies.

That money was to be used for
her wedding dress. The couple
have delayed their wedding until
they get their finances sorted.

They were not covered by
insurance as they were pre-
viously under Ben's mother’s pol-
icy and were yet to set up their
own insurance when they were
burgled.

Stolen plans: Jamie Ritchie and
_ fiance Ben were burgled two days
They now had insurance and aafter moving into their Sydenham

security alarm. home.

Andre Berkett wrote to the Editor of the Ch Ch Press, following an operation to treat Testicular Cancer.
Source: Ch Ch Press Monday March 2, 2009.

Kicked whendown

1 am a 34-year-old father of two living
in Christchurch. My New Year started
like this: on January 5 I was diagnosed
with testicular cancer.

Following an operation to remove

my testicle, and in no shape to attend

but with no other choice, I
‘Winz appointment.
I was informed that because my

wenttoa

girlfriend earned $500 a week I wasn’t
entitled to financial assistance. I was
gobsmacked.

have no girlfriend.

I then made an appointment at
the Hornby Winz office, where they

said they would look into my case
and get back to me.

After two weeks and no contact, I

rang them and was told I had been
granted a benefit, not due until
February 11, and to come in for

emergency assistance. This was in the

form of an $80 food voucher that I

had to pay back out of my first and

Later that week, due to the stress
of my situation, we broke up — and
now my year’s looking fantastic. I've
got cancer, am completely broke and

~only $186 payment.

- I've payed my taxes for 19 years

~ and support my kids but was entitled
to a meagre $106 when I asked my
government for help.

With no wage since December 23,
medical certificate expired, no petrol,
etc, I ask where is the merit in
working hard and being a decent
person when you get kicked in the
nuts — twice.

ANDRE BERKETT
Hornby
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Paul McCarthy joined the St Thomas of Canterbury College Staff as an ESOL and Physical Education

Teacher at the start of Term One. Old Boys are coming back to teach at the College in their droves with

Chris O6Connel |l , Phil Mc K e n Bondyalready established ad stafimesmbesisratd D u n
the College.

Darron Reekers, a Netherlands International Cricketer is back living in Christchurch
Source: DON SCOTT/ The Press March 2™ 2009

THROWN AWAY: St Albans batsman Darron Reekers loses his bat while attempting a big shot against
Old-Boys-Collegians in Christchurch. The Saints had a seven-wicket win in the rain-reduced 25-over affair
at Hagley Park.

Christian Brothers Web Site message from Old Boy David Green (1968-1973)

The Christian Brothers in NZ web site is at http://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enwiki/7466510. The site might be
of interest to other old boys as it contains biographical summaries of many of the Brothers who taught in NZ
from the time the first Christian Brothers School was set up in Dunedin in 1876. | suspect it includes many
of the Brothers who have taught at St Thomas's over the years - it certainly covers those who were there
the years | attended (1968-1973).

|
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It was fantastic to see Old Boy James Weijmanne who visited the STC vs Gregory Terrace First XI game

during the tour to Nudgee in January 2009. James was a team member of the STC First XI team that won

the tournament in January 1993 al o hagisoarrenthdoiGgwveryvell Od Co
as an Engineer over there for a large Australian Company. Great to see you James and thanks for your

support of our teams!

e
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Welcome back to Christchurch Bevan Killick after 12 years in living in London and working as a top
Accountant over there. Bevanisse en here on his Stags Do in 6STC Fanc
He gets a Detention for no tie and as for the beverage while wearing school uniform........ but good to see

the socks are up!!
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OLD BOYS EVENTS

Trevinos Drinks Friday March 6™ 2009
A few beers with a few lads and teachers from the past

Red Bull 5
i § Red Bull s
. | Red Bull TeH Y,
& 9l & Vodka 10 R b
b § Red Bull 12
" ~aermeister
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Old Boys vs First Xl 20/ 20 Cricket Game

An Old Boys Invitational X1 6 leaned up6the current school First XI by 25 runs in November 2008

The Vitrous Old Boys 20 20 Cricket earh

Back: Paul McCarthy, Blake Ford, James Baxendale, Anthony O6 Connel | , Ben OO6Neil
Chris O6Connel |, Ronni e James
Front: Paul Sutherland, Nigel Slater, Phil McKendry and Scott Greenlees

, K
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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER SNIPPETS

FIRST MAADI SILVER

Ommrsmﬂ = SA:um island Ltd

YU 1} uun IR}

Pictured here is the Under 17 Quad that won silver at the Maadi Cup and are now known as South Island

Champions.
From left we have Guy Williams, Campbell Stewart, Nathan Flannery, Simon Breen, Robert Wilson,

Joshua Tansey and Paddy Dowling.

Polynesian Festival Wednesday 1 April 2009 Town Hall
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Cricket tour to St Josephods. Ctl | Tehgoema snd Nurddgveeel, | ek
the annual Christian Brothers Cricket Week in January 2009. Pictured below is the First XI before
their first game vs St Laurencebds Coll ege and be
teams for the first time with a Development Team accompanying the First XI
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JOYCE CLEAN UP ATHLETIC SPORTSd
COLOUREDHOUSE SI NGLETS RETURN TO ST TH

Joyce House said they would win and they did T with quite a display of determination and
house spirit. The day ended up being so popular that the finals had to be moved to the next
afternoon. This was due to huge house competition with participation figures well up on
previous years.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2009 SWIMMING SPORTS

This year the mighty Marlow House turned up to swimming sports with a very simple goal i to win! The
Marlow Juniors stepped up their game and won most races and the Canterbury Representatives showed
their class. Daniel Kahura, Mika Saniuela-McEntyre, Matthew McLaughlin and our seniors participated
in nearly every event which was enough for us to dominate the other houses. V-I-C-T-O-R-Y!!!
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Akli Lafdal has a number of birthdays every year and this has become a real school tradition. He
has at least one birthday every termd of course kids volunteer to bring a CAKE... no pressure on
them at all!

The new PE kit has arrived and queues of boys we
modelling the gear all around school. Pictured here is a year seven group kitted out and ready for
PE class

STC SPORTING ACTION......
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