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The St Thomas of Canterbury College

Old Boys Network Publication

Outstanding College Achievements during Term One
St Thomasd Boys excel out 1 n t.he communi't

DearOldBoys of St Thomasé®6
The first term finished on a celebratory note at the College with some outstanding achievements.

The five main achievements of note were:

We welcomed back the Bishop Lyons Shield to STC after a fantastic weekend hosted by Cathedral College,
We had the best ever week at the Maadi Cup Rowing Regatta with a haul of a GOLD, silver and a bronze
medal as well as the winning of the drevor Coker Tr ophy 6

9 Our senior Volleyball team returned back from the National Tournament in Palmerston North placed a
creditable 12" place out of 56 schools.

f
f

1T Al ai star Hoogenboozem won an Open Mensd National Ti tl e
1 Makesi Tito won a speech competition for an outstanding speech at Poly Fest weekend in Christchurch.
The achieveme nt s are quite incredible and St Thomasd is becomin

w e i g hatNatioremltand Regional level. In addition to the above achievements, in November 2009 our Young
Enterpri PecTodain, Cod n tworotivo Natiosak Agvands i Wellington for their noise control device.
Prime Minister John Key launched their product when he visited our College in April last year.

We are delighted that our school is thriving and it is a very exciting time at the moment as we head towards our 50"
Jubilee next year. The future of the College is looking extremely bright and healthy with a new building plan to be
implemented towards the end of the year which relates to catering for our current and projected roll growth.

Thepl an consists of a new Science Lab, a new care takeros
go where the O6intermediate prefabsd (as many ol d boys wo
replace the famous one that is situated next to the concrete hand ball courts. Part of the dream also is to get a new

Gymnasium built as part of the next building plan but this is still up for negotiation.

We at the College are also very proud as a result of a memorable moment that occurred in New Zealand Sport in
November with a St Thomas6 Ol d Boy, Ryan Nelsen at the he
was a significant moment for St Thomasd as it repr.&kgaant ed
is now being hailed as the best leader there has ever been in New Zealand Sport!! We certainly CLAIM Ryan as one

of our most famous Old Boys but we admire the qualities of leadership that he possesses and his outstanding ability

as a Footballer.
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Ajubilah‘tw‘RS/ Nelsen at the conclusion of the Bahrain match.

You will be pleased to note that a fax was sent to Ryan before the Bahrain game wishing him good luck from the Old
Boys at STCd it may have helped?? | would like to wish Ryan and his team all the very best for the upcoming World
Cup on behalf of the College. We will all be following it with great interest and hope and will keep telling stories of
when Ryan attended OUR school.

On the topic of legends, at the end of 2009 the College farewelled the very popular Mr Gerry Kelly after 20 years
service as a teacher of RE and as the Director of Special Character. We thank Gerry for his outstanding contribution to
the College and wish him well in his retirement.

Regretfully Allan Kitson, a Physical Education Teacher at the College from 1973-2001 passed away peacefully on
Thursday 17" September 2009 at llam Lifecare, after a long illness. We held a special memorial service in October
and planted a tree to remember the life of Allan and his contribution to the College. There is more on Allan in this issue
of the Thomas Times.

Please keep Brother Tony Johnston ( a k a id yur prayers as he is currently ill in Christchurch Hospital.

I would like to bring your attending to some of the School News in this issue. Times are changing! We have a Year 13
(7th Form) RE class working with the old fellas at the rest home next door to the school and taking them to the
Brewery. There is a Tots 6n6 Toddl er pr ogr amndahe bolseare e
required to do a O6hands ondé course which includes thi
boys are turning up to events such as the Swimming Sports in girlie wigs and dresses!

Included in this issue is an update on where we are at with the Elanning of the Jubilee and | am delighted to hear that

Mu ms
ngs

the 6word is out thereo wit h"Jobieegndhé fact tiaothewwilltbedtténdiny.d totallp o u t

encourage all Old Boys from any era to attend the Jubilee in 2011 to make this a deservingly fine and large
celebration of the College. You will be hearing more and more about that as we build up to October 2011.

There is a social function/ networking night for Old Boys on Friday 30" A pri | a ullyénéourage youtb come
along and bring your Old Boy mates to have a few drinks and a chat about the good old days and the upcoming
jubilee! These functions have proven to be very popular with lots of laughs had by all.

The project | am currently working on is the establishment of an Old Boys Tie. The purpose of the tie is to give St
Thomasdéd Ol d Boys an identity out in the community and
students when they &6gr aduat e érsdhoobdays. Thede witlindpéfudlygbe available tatere
in the year for purchase and we expect it to be a popular item at the Jubilee. More details will follow later on this.

Chris 0O6Connel |
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Up coming SOCIAL EVENT

*+STC OLD BOYS DRINKS***

Date: Friday, April 30, 2010
Time: 6:00pm - 11:00pm
Location:Bentleys Bar, Canterbury University, llam Roac

Description

Come to Bentleys Bar at The Canterbury University to have a
few drinkies and to catch up with Old Boys of STCG young and
old (not just students!!!). There's bound to be some 'chat’
about next years Jubilee which is now not that far away.
Some food provided-- a cash bar in operation with some
great prices.

We look forward to seeing you there --- spread the word to all
your Old Boy mates!!
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http://www.facebook.com/events/edit/index.php?eid=115342198494659

A TRIBUTE TO ALLAN KITSON by Maureen Gaffaney
(Delivered at the Memorial Service at STC Chapel Friday 30" October)

Good evening Denise, George and members of the wider St Thomas of Canterbury College
community.

Al l an came to St Th ommhawas farewelledli® Z0@L hea had spemthnearly half
his life and more than two-thirdsof t he Col |l egeds | ife here so it
tonight to celebrate his contribution to our school.

Al l an became an i coni c likeithgtwthee icoait figuset Br Dowlmgn at@iés a n d
about him abound. |l 6m sure that when the Jubi l
conversations about wonderful lessons on the dangling participle or solving quadratic equations

but many will startwi t h fiRemember when Cooki eateadherivholwauld wa s
have found the current heavily-moderated, deadline-driven system a very uncomfortable place.

What | say tonight is about the Allan | knew i or rather the several Allans | came to know - a
complex man with many talents

I first met All an when | came to St Thomasé in
|l ntegration days. Buil dings were basic, facilit
and pay cheques sometimes bounced. One of the highlights of the day was lunchtime when the

lay staff spent time together in the staff room i now part of the Library complex and this is where |

met Allan as Host. He liked nothing better than to have all of us gathered round the table while he
directed the conversation. How many of his stories were exaggerated or straight out apocryphal |

could never decide but we heard about ski trips, purchases of kauri scotch chests at bargain

prices, his student exploits in Dunedin and constant (it seemed to me) dinners in various
restaurants. I dondt know if Deni se was aware h
home over the weekend and weol | have a drink.o
the time he had to go into residential care. George probably groaned every time he knew we were

coming to visit as he would be press-ganged into getting the bottle of wine and nibbles that Allan
decreed were essentiali and making the cups of coffeeea$to he
go yet do you?0 But Al l an was also the man we
always said he and Denise would be there but wh
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was always a good reason!) Margaret and | as members of the staff social committee had to use
devious means to deal with this and on two occasions conned him into hosting the evening at the
Kitson house of the moment to ensure he would be there and one other time we contacted Denise
direct and invited her and when she accepted as a gentleman he had no choice but to accompany
her.

As a teacher there was Allan the Shambolic T this is the man many former students remember
with such affection. When his name i s ment.i
happens is people start to smile as they remember. What we remember are the Athletic Sports
Days when Allan (so he said anyway) would be at school at 5 am frantically pushing lists of entries
through the banda machine for a 9 am start. In later years he would dump a pile of typing on the

one

Of fice staff at the | ast mi nute with a disar min

Perhaps one of his finest moments was when having mislaid the relay batons from the previous
year he dashed home fromthe Uni ver si ty Oval to cut wup Deni
with minutes to spare. For his colleagues this was the most exasperating aspect of Allan as we
attempted to make order out of chaos. But every year from somewhere in the Kitson filing system
he would produce the Record book which he insisted we keep up to date. This allowed the
announcer to call the whole school to order when a record breaking attempt was about to be
made. One example is when Gerard Killick broke the school high jump record which had stood

seob

sincethemid-706s. The Record Book has since disappear

that having been sent to the mini to retrieve some essential piece of Kitson equipment (possibly a
packet of cigarettes or his inhaler T or both) they would come across complete sets of
assignments or exams from the previous year which had never been marked. Stories about the
Vespa and the Minis are legion and all contribute to this aspect of Allan. However, he could also
be an able, creative and meticulous teacher. He monitored the development and skill levels of his
students and was always particularly concerned about the number of boys who could not swim. As
a swimmer himself (Akli always claims he chose backstroke so he would not have to take the
cigarette out of his mouth) he felt that everyone should be able to swim and it was one of his proud
boasts that he helped Ryan Nelsen overcome his fear of the water when he took him on the 7"
Form Kayaking trip.

As a Third For m For nrts mayadavea been lakel ahdahis @Gtseendaneeprayister
was probably untouched by human hand after it was issued at the start of the year but he took a
close and caring interest in every boy in his form. He phoned parents to check on how new boys
had settled into the school and gave his time freely to assist when difficulties arose. Right to the
end the boys in his c¢classes held a speci al
knowledge of all the boys he had taught which most of us could not match.

He was also an enthusiastic basketball coach, managing to prepare a competitive team even
when there was no gym to practise in T something that would be considered unthinkable now.
Pl ayers would assure us that #fAthe moveo was

But he was not just interested in sport. He was a voracious reader who was always first to vet the
new books purchased by the Library and take the away the ones that interested him. He was not

pl a

renc

al ways so good at retur ni ng heh benisetandoGe@de clda@dntheq u i t

house they would have found several books with the St Thomas of Canterbury Library on them!
Allan was also an artist although the first many had heard of this talent was when he took a group
of boys away on an Art Day to try out water colours . Several of us are proud to own his paintings
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and the images of children on the beach seem to reflect a wistful memory of his days as a surfer
and his connection to the water. He was delighted when the School Council commissioned the two
paintings now hanging in the school i one of Edmund Rice and one of Br Bill Dowling i one icon
painting another.

His keen interest in the property market became a long-standing joke. At one point the Office Staff
refused to print a new staff address list because as fast as they changed the Kitson details he
seemed to be on the move again. One of the last things he said to us was his firm opinion that
anyone who invested in the property market at the moment was a mug.

As a colleague, Allan was funny, even-tempered and courteous and | can recall only a handful of
people for whom he had a bad word. Generally his attitude was to forgive and forget. He was
often the butt of merciless teasing on a variety of subjects and almost always he would just smile
and respond with a joke. Occasionally if | expostulated about something he would listen quietly

and then his reply wusually started with AYou kn,
seriously was his membership of PPTA and | know that he worked hard as Branch Chairperson

to defend teachers whose rights had been compromised.

To us it seemed that Allan came to appreciate his Ngai Tahu heritage quite late in his life. (Again

he had to put up with the cynical among us suggesting that this attitude coincided closely with the

Ngai Tahu settlement engineered by Tipene OO6Regse
It was Allan who introduced the teaching of Te Reo to the College i | suspect keeping one or two

pages ahead of the class - and he worked closely with George Poi to formulate and introduce the
original school haka.. And it was one of his mo:
performed the haka to honour him at his farewell assembly.

Of course we all knew that although Sonallife tamilys 6
was the most important thing to him. His devotion and loyalty to, and pride in Denise, George and

Tom were obvious and constant.

In his farewell words in the Thomas Times he reflected on what being a staff member at St
Thomasd htdodhimmdgiade have all shared the highs and
|l ife milestones. o Now itds time to say farewell

the peace you deserve and talked about. We will miss you i the laughter, the discussions, the
brilliant blue eyes.

Haere kwe kitor tipuna e eringa e te korowai aroha kiakwe

Go to the resting-place of your ancestors sheltered by the cloak of love.
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Wigram Airforce Museum confirmed as Jubilee Venue

The Wigram Airforce Museum has been confirmed as a venue for the upcoming STC 50" Jubilee

in 2011. The function area is a superbly wunique
Dinnerd and t he 0B awhithsaredawo df thR biggtibkgt evidritsgan thedJubilee.

The venue has been selected over the original plan of having a large marguee on site on the far

field for cost reasons. The atmosphere will be electric as the events will take place in the

magnificently presented air craft hall alongside old style aircraft. The venue has ample car parking

and is situated near by to St Thomasd. The cater
company with a very good reputation of high quality service and delicious food.

Other current STC Jubilee information:

The Jubilee will be held between Thursday 6" October and Sunday 9" October 2011.

The weekend chosen is actually the quarter finals weekend for the Rugby World Cup in

New Zealand, The two quarter finals are hosted in Wellington and Christchurch on that

weekend and games will kick off at 8.30pm.

1 We request that people sign up to our on line database to receive all the latest Old Boys
and Jubilee information at http://stc.school.nz/reqgister-as-an-old-boy/

1 We are still very much in the planning phase of the Jubilee but we hope to have costs and
finer details released towards the end of this year on our web site with online payment
being available.

1 We are currently working on marketing initiatives to get the word out to Old Boys about the
Jubilee. This will be done via the internet, bill boards, fridge magnets, community news
adverts and notices in parish newsletters.

1 We are looking for people who are interested in being on the organising committee for the

Jubilee.

)l
)l

Visit http://www.stc.school.nz/registeras-an-old-boy/ to register now!!!!

Recent Deathsinthe St T h o@oamsiunity

In our thoughts and prayers are the families of:

1 MrDonBailey-pr evi ous groundsman at St Thomas?©o
1 Mr David Lamb- ex BOT Member and father of Phillip, John, Anthony, Andrew and Peter
1 Mr Peter Swinburn- father of James and Michael
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STC Old Boys Network on Facebook

The Facebook pagethatlsetup entitl ed 6St Thomas of Canterbury C
by the day. Please join up if you are a Facebook member as you will be eligible for the very up to date news that is
posted on the site and event invitations.

i bt | Frctoed o G i

CrStn| B Q8 [ rocebook 1t Thoma.. ] bocart Mt < OEEE WA i

St Thomas of Cantbury College
69 Middlepark Road

Upper Riccarton

Christchurch 8042

8 April 2010

Dear Sir/Madam,

We are on the Parents and Friends Association of St
fundraisers this year, with the first one lgpanquiz night on the 18 June 2010 and an Art Auction in Term 3, date to
be confirmed.

We are approaching The Old Boys Network to ask if you could donate goods or vouchers towards prizes and raffles
for these fundraisers. In turn we will show apprecrabf your support by advertisiygur business on the night.

We really appreciate your time and effort, as at a secondary school, fundraising is an integral part of being able to
provide good quality equipment to further ongoing education for the fgeureration.

Please contact the Lee (Chairperson) on 322 9805, Marie (Secretary) on 351 9555 or Jo on 342 3634.
Thank you,

Yours truly,

Lee RufflesChairperson
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Archive Photosé blasts from the past

Here are two more photos from the past. Who can email me with the year, the team, any stories about the
lads in the photos and who the hell they are!!l??

Email me at oldboys@stc.school.nz
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Ol d Boys in the Newsé

Sean Hallissey (STC 77-83)

Many Kiwis still not traced

By KEITH LYNCH - The Press
Last updated 05:00 01/03/2010

SAFE, SHAKEN: Christchurch couple Rose and Sean Hallissey are still in Santiago.

The fate of at least 120 New Zealanders in Chile remains unknown after one of the biggest earthquakes in ¢
century hit the country.

Of the 200 New Zealanders in Chile, 80 were confirmed safe by a Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman at
4pm yesterday.

Christchurch man Sean Hallissey, 43, and wife Rosana are on holiday in Santiago, near the epicentre of the
magnitude 8.8 quake.

"It was one of the strangest sensations I've ever experienced in my life," he said. "It started off as a small
shaking and the mble got louder and louder. We could actually see these waves rippling across the wooder
flooring."

He said the earthquake lasted between 1 1/2 and two minutes.

"It just did not stop. It's probably the scariest thing that ever happened to me ... Eeetlydie’'s movement
we're ducking under a doorway."

He and his wife were due to fly to New Zealand today but the Santiago airport had suffered major damage.

"Pretty much the town has closed down. We're in the eastern part, which is the raocateugreaAll the
buildings here are safe but we saw smoke on the skyline and our cab driver was telling us there were big
fires around the place. | believe in the east [of the city] it's the worst."
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Christchurch man Sean Gosling's wife and daughter were visgiaves in Concepcion when the
earthquake hit.

He had not yet spoken to Chilean wife Evelyn Fabiana Matamala Rojas and daughter Paloma Sefia Gosling
4, but another relative told Gosling they were not injured.

The relief was "huge", but, "I still watd hear their voices," he said. "Supposedly, my daughter slept
through it. She's four so you can imagine how I'm feeling right now."

Chris Lawrence (STC 88-93)0 Spending Summer below Zero.
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