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The Thomas Times   
The St Thomas of Canterbury College  

Old Boys Network Publication  

Issue 2  August  2009  

Online Registration System for STC Old Boys Launched 
Get yourself included on the óofficialô Old Boys Network Database. 

 

Visit http://www.stc.school.nz/register-as-an-old-boy/ to register now!!!! 

 
Hello Old Boys of St Thomasô 
 
Back in April we were very privileged to have a new College website launched by the Hon Prime Minister 
John Key on the day that the New Library Information Centre (in memory of Br Norm Gillies) was officially 
opened.  
 
The new website can be found at http://www.stc.school.nz/. On the site we have a large Old Boys Section 
and it gives me great pleasure to launch a very special addition called óRegister as an Old Boyô. 
 
This will now be the official College Database of Old Boys, a completely new untried initiative and it is also 
an opportunity for you to register your interest for the College 50th Jubilee which is taking place on Thursday 
6th October- Sunday 9th October 2011. 
 
The functionality of the site is advanced allowing you to enter your personal details which will be 
summarised for other to see on the óOld Boys Directoryô where they can even see a photo of you!! You can 
also register your early interest in the Jubilee in 2011 and be kept update with developments!! The óback 
endô of the web site allows me to email you directly from the site with no paper or stamps needed!! 
 

 
The New Registration Page for Old Boys on the new College Web Site 

http://www.stc.school.nz/register-as-an-old-boy/
http://www.stc.school.nz/
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If you are receiving or reading this newsletter for the first time then I wish you a very big welcome 
to our Old Boys network and I hope that you will enjoy the content and the latest news about Old 
Boys in the Community in this newsletter. 
 
Over the winter we have had some fantastic results in football (soccer) and rugby from our first 
teams. The 1st XV have finished pool play in fifth place on the table in the Press Cup and will now 
play for the óPlateô in the second tier of the competition. The First XI Football has made recent 
College history by qualifying for a National Tournament which will be played in Nelson in the week 
beginning August 31st.  This feat has not been achieved at the College since 1993 so we which 
them the best of luckðRyan Nelsen would be proud!! 
 
We have a great together planned for Old Boys which I am trying to promote and I really would like 
to get a massive turn out to the STC Old Boys Drinks and Networking Night at the Twisted Hop on 
Friday 21st August. We have our own function room booked, a cash bar will be in operation and 
food will be provided. The success of this night relies on YOUR input. I ask the questioné..how 
many guys from your year can you conjure up to make this a great night?? 
 
It would be great if you could RSVP to me either via Facebook or email to indicate your attendance 
to give me some idea of the numbers to expect on the night. Along with free food there will be a 
raffle draw with some cool prizes and I will even make sure that some of your favourite teachers 
from the past will be in attendance!!! 
 
I would like to mention a ógold strikeô that occurred in the past couple of months. Andrew Dravitski 
a past committee member for the STC Old Boys contacted me to say that a sum of money was 
sitting in the coffers of an old bank account which dated back about 15 years. Andy kindly tracked 
down the old signatories and ensured that they signed the money out of the account and back to 
my care for the Old Boys. I would like to thank Andy immensely for his kindness and for a surprise 
that doesnôt happen very often! 
 
Speaking of the spirit of the Old Boys I feel that things are coming óaliveô at the moment and Old 
Boys are coming out of the wood work and attending organised events, particularly some of the 
Press Cup Rugby fixtures this season.   
This was very evident at the CBHS vs STC 1st XV game the other weekend and I would like to 
thank all the Old Boys that attended and your support was invaluable. Driving to the game I heard 
a spiel on the radio from Mark Hammett passing on his best wishes to the team and urging Old 
Boys to come down and offer supporté which they did!! Malcolm Ellis always gives the College 
and our sport some great publicity on his Saturday Scoreboard show on Newstalk ZB. 
 
Some other events which you maybe interested in are the College Ball and the Sports Dinner 
which you can find detail about later in this issue of the Thomas Times. 
     

Speaking of the Jubilee I want to gather expressions of interest from past school bands which 
have emerged over the generations. There is going to be a óBands Nightô where we want as many 
different bands from over the years to play on Saturday 8th October 2011.  Let me know if you are 
keen to play! 
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We will also be requesting any companies that would be interested in sponsorship for the Jubilee. 
We are particularly seeking a naming sponsorship for the huge marquee that we are going to hire 
from Continental Caters for the whole jubilee weekend. Please let me know if you are interested in 
either of the above. 
 
The last thing to mention is that this is YOUR newsletter as an Old Boy of St Thomasô. Please 
send me any information, news, funny stuff, photos etc which relates to Old Boys. I personally 
canôt keep up with everything and I only know a certain number of guys that attended STC!! 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris OôConnell 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.

I N  T H I S  ISSUEééééé 

 

¶ Calendar of events 

¶ Recent deaths in the Old Boys Community. 

¶ Singletôs sent to Br Dowling in Arusha. 

¶ Old Boys Facebook Page 

¶ Correction of Fact- Marty Taylor. 

¶ Regan Hall Video Analyst Article 

¶ Archive Photos 

¶ Response to last time archive photos. 

¶ Profile of an Old Boy- Ronnie James 

¶ Old Boys in the news- Nick McDonnell for UCSA President /Daniel Cooper wedding/ 
Greg Curtain R.I.P/ Kevin Corbett Wedding/ Bevôs wedding mates/ Nelsen breaks 
goal drought for Blackburn/ Will McDonald son of Old Boy Tony McDonald/ Willows 
Game/ Patrick McKendry and Daniel Baird at Carters game in Hornby/ Dave 
Sutherland/ Graham Smart Microsoft Cup/ Jonathon McCarthy/ Darron Reekers Dutch 
Cricketer/ The Steel Family Marathon. 

¶ School News- STC Week and Triumphant Joyce/  A profile of STC Rowing. 

¶ Advertising- Man Up!  Hairdressing (Conrad Fitzgerald)/ Duncan Cotterill Lawyers 
(Scott Whittaker) 

 

Calendar of events 
 
**STC OLD BOYS DRINKS AND NETWORKING NIGHT AT THE TWISTED HOP 
Friday, August 21, 2009 at 7:00pm 
 
**COLLEGE BALLHotel Grand Chancellor Saturday 12th September  7.30pm. 
 
**SPORTS AWARDS DINNER, WEDNESDAY 21 OCTOBER  
Hornby Workingmenôs Club (Keith Quinn Announced as Speaker ) tables available. 
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Recent Deaths in the Old Boys Community 
 
In our thoughts and prayers are the families of: 
 

¶ Greg Curtain (Curts) an Old Boy of the College who passed away on 1st May after a batlle 
with cancer.  

¶ Mr Challies who passed away after a period of illness. He is the father of Old Boys Mark, 
Simon and Brendan Challies. 

¶ Mrs Liz McKendry mother of the McKendry brothers. 
 

MCCLINTOCK SINGLETS DONATED AND SHIPPED TO EDMUND RICE SINON, 
ARUSHA 

 

 
 

Over the school holidays Chris OôConnell collated and rolled up the surplus McClintock singlets 
and put them in a big box and shipped them off to the school where Br Bill Dowling is based, the 
Edmund Rice Sinon School in Arusha, Tanzania. 
 
The singlets were sent from us as a donation to the school, as the colour of our McClintock 
singlets were changed early in Term Two. Br Bill is delighted about the shipment which will take 
between 15 and 25 days to get to its destination. He said that it coincides nicely with the 
introduction of house colours at the school this year and that Mr Akli Lafdal may well be at the 
school when the box arrives as he is touring in the area. 
 

STC Old Boys Network on Facebook  
 
The Facebook page that I set up entitled óSt Thomas of Canterbury College Old Boys Networkô is growing  
by the day. Please join up if you are a Facebook member as you will be eligible for the very up to date news that is 
posted on the site and event invitations.  
 

 



Newsletter   5 

Correction of Fact Maadi Cup Rowing 
 

Chris 
 
In your recent excellent newsletter on page 10 a significant error of fact occurred. In the Year 2000 
St Thomasôs was represented at the Maadi Cup. The under 17 Coxed four won a silver medal in 
the Under 17 Novice event. 
For your information. (Verification, School Magazine - Canterbury Tales 2000) 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Marty Taylor 
Manager 
Maadi Cup Competition 2000 
 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

 
 

Regan Hall Old Boy (1993-1999) Video Analyst for the NZ U20 Rugby Team 
 

I have just returned from Japan where I was the video analyst for the NZ U20 rugby team which 
competed in the IRB Junior World Cup. Basically my role as video analyst was to record all our 
own trainings, our competition games as well as our opposition. I would then do a detailed analysis 
of this working closely alongside coaches Dave Rennie and Mark Anscombe.  We would then work 
together reviewing our own performance and looking at how we would target our upcoming 
opposition. 
NZ were drawn in Pool A alongside Ireland, Argentina and Uruguay, we managed to beat all three 
relatively easily although we were losing to Argentina 6-3 at Half time before coming out and 
thrashing them 47-9. NZ defeated Australia in the semi- final before moving onto the tournament 
final defeating England 44-28, this was a rematch of the 2008 U20 Final which New Zealand also 
won. Our captain Aaron Cruden was named player of the tournament and four Canterbury players 
were in the squad. 
It was an amazing experience being involved in winning the tournament and being presented with 
a gold medal as part of the World Champion team.  While we were hard at work during the 
tournament we did get a bit of spare time to look around visiting such places as Nagoya Castle, 
Tokyo Tower and Tokyo Disneyland. Having never been to that part of the world it certainly was 
quite an experience being involved in the Japanese culture. I have just been offered the same role 
for 2010 with the next tournament to be staged in Argentina. Hopefully we can enjoy the same 
success. 
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Archive Photosé blasts from the pasté. 
 

 
 

hi Chris 
  

the photo with the red background is from 1980 - It's the debating team members 
  

Bk; K O'Connor, A Ahern, M Robertson, A Boyle & A Bruce 

Mid; Mr G Cox, S Hallissey, C O'Reilly, J Collier, A McNeill, P McCormack 

Front; C Forman, Miss M Guerin, S Roberston, G Wilson, A Hill, Mrs M Dowling & J Hygate 
  

Cheers 

Brendan Marsh 
 

 
From:  Greg Thompson  
Sent:  Wednesday, 29 April 2009 1:03 p.m. 
 

Chris 

Great newsletter and some good photos - well done. I know who some of the people in the photo on left are 

as I was at school with some of them. 

Back row from left 

Kevin O'Connor - NZ judo rep, unfortunately deceased 

Tony Ahern - 1st XV captain 1983, Marist seniors for years 

not sure 

Grant Cowan - NZ Tae Kwon Do champion, 1st XV 1982-83, now in the police, former coast to coast 

competitor 

not sure 

 

Front row 

2nd from left - Chris O'Reilly - NZ U17 rugby rep, 1st XV captain 1982 

5th from left - Paul McCormack 
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Here are two more photos from the past. Who can email me with the year, the team, any stories about the 
lads in the photos and who the hell they are!!!?? 

 
Email me at coconnell@stc.school.nz 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:coconnell@stc.school.nz
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Profile of a STC OLD BOY- Ronnie James  
 

 
Name:     Ronnie James 

Years at College:  1994-2000 (now teaching there!) 

Current occupation:  Teacher at STC since 2008 

DOB:    15/12/82 

Married?   No 

Best memories of STC: Wrestling on high jump mats in 7
th
 Form Common Room; the stunning Villa girls and 4 

years in a row of College Balls! 

Worst memory of STC:  Getting tied up and put in quad by 7
th
 Formers when I was Form One! 

Are you attending the 50
th
 Jubilee in 2011:  

    Yes 

Craziest thing that you have done? 

Got Clifford the dog tattooed on my back. 

Favourite Food(s):  Steak, Banoffee Pie, BBQôs   

Favourite Movie:  Boondock Saints 

Sports that you are currently playing: 

    Squash, Boxing, Rugby, Indoor Soccer and Korfball!!! 

Blonde or Brunettes? :  Brunette 

Cheese or Chocolate?  Chocolate 

Shorts or Speedos?:  Shorts 

TV One or TV Three ?:  TV Three 

Last book that you read:  Witches abroad by Terry Pratchett 

Favourite item of clothing: Holland Black Soccer Top 

Best holiday spot in NZ:  Queenstown 

Truthfully do you moisturise?  No 

How much does a loaf of bread cost? $2.00 

Ultimate meal for your birthday? 

    BBQ and a Crate! 
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STC Old Boys Drinks and Networking Night  
Catch up with the lads from your yearé. and others! 

 
 

Start Time: Friday, August 21, 2009 at 7:00pm 
End Time: Saturday, August 22, 2009 at 12:00am 
Location: The Twisted Hop Function Room 
Street: 6 Poplar Street Lichfield Lanes 

 

Description   

Å No entry charge- Cash Bar in operation. 
Å Our óownô function room has been booked 

Å Food will be provided 
Å 50th Jubilee information will be released 

Å Business Card Draw  
Å Partners welcome 

Å Meet the current teaching staff 
 

Guys please support this event and letôs get a heap of lads along. 
Stories will be told of the past and the planning to make the 50th 

Jubilee a success in 2011 has started. 
 

Contact Chris O'Connell if you have any queries. 
 

http://www.thetwistedhop.co.nz  
 

 

Old Boys in the Newsé 
 

 
Old Boy Nick McDonnell standing for UCSA President 

 

STC Old Boys attending University of Canterbury are urged to VOTE: McDonnell Boyd 
Buchanan Lill UCSA 2010 
 
 The Facebook page is: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#/group.php?gid=112675798913&ref=mf 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/editevent.php?eid=207317980233
http://www.thetwistedhop.co.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#/group.php?gid=112675798913&ref=mf
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�'�D�Q�L�H�O�����µ�&�R�R�S�V�¶�����&�Roper married Danish Girl Stine Samuelson in Copenhagen on July 4th. Can you spot 
mother Rosemary?? 
 

 
 

 

Old Boy Greg (Curts) Curtain passed away on 1st May 2009. Here is the leaflet from the Funeral mass 
which was ironically held at St Bedes. I thought the photo of Curts in his earlier days at Lancaster Park 
was great. 


