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St Thomas’ presses ahead with 50th Jubilee 
Celebrations 
 
Dear STC Old Boys 
 
We are delighted to be continuing with the 50th Jubilee celebrations despite recent events in 
Christchurch. In this issue I do not want to dwell on the Christchurch earthquake too much as I 
believe we should be looking forward now and trying to get back to some sort of normality. 
 
I do however want to acknowledge the deaths of two fine Old Boys who were tragically taken by 
the earthquake. You will see later in this issue a tribute to Chris Homan and Chris Smith.  
 
The Smith family is well represented at our College with Dale and Dean (Year 13) and Craig (Year 
11) as current students and Marc a recent leaver. It has been a very sad time for their family and 
the College in general.  
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with these families and all families that have lost loved ones from 
the earthquake. 
 
The reality for us all- staff, students and parents here at St Thomas’ College is that we are 
experiencing what is being called a ‘new normal’.  We are site sharing with Catholic Cathedral 
College. What this means effectively is that we are sharing our school with them as they have 
been displaced from their school due to the damage of the Catholic Cathedral. How it works is that 
STC students attend classes from 7.45am- 12.45pm and then CCC attends classes from 1.00pm-
5.30pm. 
 
It has been a very good relationship so far and the model works well. We have to make sure that 
there isn’t too much of a cross over with the two schools at the end of our shift as our lads are not 
used to having so much female attention so close to them on our grounds!!! 
 
We are not sure how long this will go for but it could be for the rest of the academic year. This 
arrangement will not impact on our Jubilee celebrations in any way but we don’t think that it will! 
 



������������!�

I also bring to your attention the drinks session planned for Friday 27th May at Trevinos Bar at 
6.00pm. We would love to see you down there for a good old chat and giving you all the goss and 
info about the Jubilee! 
 
Please see below a message from our Principal Christine O’Brien and information regarding the 
Jubilee. 
 
 
 
Chris O’Connell 
Old Boys Network Coordinator 
 
 

A Welcome – St Thomas of Canterbury College Jubilee  – 2011 

St Thomas of Canterbury College is a very unique and special school, founded by the Christian 
Brothers fifty years ago. It astonishing to look back and observe the growth of the school, changes 
in buildings, staff and student demographic but with core values intact.  St Thomas of Canterbury 
College is a school of social justice in the tradition of Blessed Edmund Rice. 

Life is a journey.  The path we take, what we look back on, and what we look forward to is up to 
us.  We determine our destination.  It has indeed been a long and enriching journey of fifty years.  
We will gather in October 2011 to celebrate the golden jubilee of St Thomas of Canterbury 
College.  Your presence at the Jubilee will be a source of inspiration and encouragement for us at 
the college and I extend a warm invitation to you all. 

On this momentous occasion former sons of St Thomas, staff, parents and friends of the college 
will meet to reminisce and gain an insight into our school today and a vision of its future. A rich 
variety of events will occur over a three day period. Be assured we have been mindful to keep 
costs to a minimum in order reduce barriers to engagement. We want our community to come 
together and share the celebration over these three important days. 

I also wish to express my gratitude to those members of the college community who are engaged 
in on-going work to organise the Jubilee. These include the Jubilee Organising Committee, Board 
of Trustees, St Thomas of Canterbury Foundation and Senior Management who are seeking to 
ensure a unique and special Jubilee celebration. 

I am sure you will extend your wholehearted support to your college by attending all or some of the 
events and signal this intent by enrolling.  We would like you to be part of our journey into the next 
fifty years and the growth and development of St Thomas’ during this time. 

 

Christine O’Brien  
PRINCIPAL 
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Jubilee Update 
The devastating earthquake in Christchurch on February 22nd will not stop the St Thomas’ College 50th 
Jubilee from going ahead in October of this year. Despite the Hotel Grand Chancellor, the original venue for 
the Jubilee, becoming unusable and ready for demolition a new venue has been organised so that the event 
can still go ahead. 
 
The Riccarton Park Function centres have been brought on board to house the Premier Jubilee Dinner on 
Friday 7th October and their very own ‘Party Central’ Rugby World Cup function the following night. The 
rest of the itinerary includes an in-school day involving current students in the celebrations; a sports 
exchange- including a First XV Rugby clash vs St Kevin’s College, Oamaru and an all important celebratory 
Mass hosted by the Bishop of Christchurch.  
 
The Jubilee gives the College community, friends of the College and Old Boys from over the years 
something to look forward to later in the year, and hopefully the return to some sort of normality and hope 
for the Christchurch based people. 
 
The only effect that the change of venue will have is a slightly reduced capacity for the Premier Dinner on 
the Friday evening. We have had to use a marquee to increase the capacity of the dinner. This will mean that 
tickets will be limited and allocated on a first in first served basis.  
 
The originally planned Thursday night ‘Drinks and Nibbles’ will now not happen so proceedings will 
commence with registrations on the Friday morning of the in-school day. 

 
50th JUBILEE WEBSITE 
www.stc-oldboys.co.nz  

 

 
 



������������$�

 
 

Paying on line Instructions STC Jubilee Website ( www.stc-oldboys.co.nz ) 
 
To purchase Jubilee tickets and memorabilia and or to donate money/ sponsor please follow the 
below instructions: 
 
1. Click on ‘Buy online now’ on the right hand side of the screen. 
2. In the ‘Store’ choose the items you wish to purchase eg. Full Jubilee Ticket 
3. Click on the red ‘Add to Cart’ button. 
4. On the right hand side of the web page is your ‘Shopping cart’ with the product that you 
have chosen listed. 
5. Hit the red ‘Pay Now’ button when you have selected the items that you want to purchase. 
The total price is listed at the bottom. 
6. This action will bring you to the ‘Check Out’. 
7. At this point you will be asked to create an old boy ‘user account’ or if you have already 
done this it will ask you to login in (if you are not already). 
8. Tick the terms and conditions box. 
9. Click on ‘Make Purchase’ 
10. This will take you to the page where you enter your credit card details and finalise your 
purchase. 
11. You will be sent a confirmation email which acts as your purchase ‘receipt’. 
12. If you are still experiencing problems send an email to Chris O’Connell at 
oldboys@stc.school.nz 

 
Up coming SOCIAL EVENT 

OLD BOYS DRINKS 
 

Time Friday, May 27 · 6:00pm - 11:00pm 

 

Location  
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More 
Info  

Its about time for another catch up-- I think we have 
earnt one with all that we have been through in 
Christchurch! Catch us for a few drinkies (cash bar in 
operation) and some food provided. There will be a lot 
of discussion about the new venue for October's big 
Jubilee. See you there!!! 
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Recent Deaths in the St Thomas’ Community 

A Memorial 
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Deaths: 
 
 
Our prayers and thoughts also go to Keith Yardley on the death of his father Jack Yardley and to the 
Christian Brothers’ community on the death of Brother Rardi Mills  during January. Rardi was the oldest 
living Christian Brother in the world at 103 and still full of fun at the age of 100 when I took a number of 
boys to see him to celebrate his birthday.  
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A blast from the past- the first days of our College… 
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Old Boys in the News 
Old Boy News Snippets 
 

 
We are very pleased to welcome Mr Brad Milne (pictured), Old Boy of the College, who has arrived to take 
up his permanent appointment as Head of Faculty, Physical Education. Brad has had a number of years 
experience leading a large faculty at Whangaparoa College in Auckland and is very enthusiastic about 
returning to his old school and making his mark here. 
 
Brad joins Andrew Auimatagi – another Old Boy and a former student leader in the PE Dept. That makes 
three Old Boys in the PE Department now with Chris O’Connell already an established PE teacher in the 
Department. 
 
We also welcome back Mr Chris Sandoe, an Old Boy of this College who is teaching English during Term 
2 while Mr Andrew Strachan is on his OE in Europe. 
 
Congratulations to Ronald Puni, previous Head Boy, who receives his Bachelor of Science in Anatomy this 
weekend from Otago University and is already into his second year of Medical School. Ronald has also been 
awarded a $13,000 Ministry of Pacific Affairs Health Scholarship towards his studies. Ronald is a fantastic 
role model for all our young men and particularly our Pasifika community. 
 
Many of you may also have seen in the West Melton News, Old Boy, Dux and Deputy Head Boy, Logan 
Elliott , receiving the first ever West Melton Scholarship Award. Logan completed a degree in Applied 
Science in Otago University, majoring in molecular biotechnology and is now completing a Masters in 
Entrepreneurship. He also currently runs a business of ‘stilt walkers’ and ‘fire performers’ known as ‘Highly 
Flammable’ that performs in New Zealand and overseas. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS  
AND ACADEMIC ENDORSEMENTS 

Merit and Excellence Endorsements were awarded to: Jordan Koloamatangi – Level 3 Merit, Sam Moffett – 
Level 3 Merit and a Scholarship in Classics, Tom Scott – Level 3 Excellence and Scholarships in Classics and 
Economics and finally John Strang – Level 3 Merit. These are our newest edition of STC Old Boys… 
congratulations guys—note Thomas in the middle proudly wearing his new Old Boys Tie! 
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Clips and Cuttings of STC Old Boys 
 

 

Old Boy Scottie O’Malley
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Old Boy Glen Rockhouse
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Old Boy Mike Killick 
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Red zone tour exposes Christchurch 'wasteland' 
Published: 5:46PM Monday March 14, 2011 Source: ONE News  

Business operators and members of the media have been shown inside the previously closed-off red zone in 
central Christchurch and seen the utter devastation of February 22's 6.3 quake. 

ONE News reporter Krissy Moreau was one of those who travelled through the area with police and said 
Cantabrians will not recognise their central city. 

"It's an absolute wasteland," she said. "Everywhere you see, it's gaspworthy. 

"As well as the sight, there is the stench. The smell of rotting food from the restaurants is overpowering. 

"There are piles of rubble and car wrecks everywhere and they are using the piles of rubble to climb up on 
top off with machinery and reach higher points." 

She said there was an emotional scene today outside the CTV building where so many foreign students lost 
their lives. Families of the students stood and prayed at the razed site, paying their final respects. 

"Then they turned and waved goodbye, and it was really heart-breaking," Moreau said. 

She said the Hotel Grand Chancellor was "slumped on its side like it had had a stroke" and the city was 
covered in piles of rubble and wrecked cars. 

The red zone comprises more than 2000 businesses and a number of owners came in to collect documents 
and computer servers. 

Malcolm Ellis from the New Zealand Law Society was one of those allowed into the zone. 

While he gathered what he'd needed he was shocked by what he saw in the city. 

"It was spooky. No power, a lot of mess, very sad ... this was a good part of Christchurch," an emotional 
Ellis said. 

Business owners were given just three hours to get all they need out. 

Civil Defence National Director John Hamilton said the red zone has been reduced with some areas 
reclassified as orange. 

He said access to the zones still depends on safety and Civil Defence's ability to manage the cordons. 

The southern part of orange zone four will be open to people who lived or operated businesses in the area on 
Thursday. 

It will be open to the public from Friday morning. 

Hamilton said are also plans to open orange zone five, which includes the CPIT campus, later this week. 

Target dates for the opening of other zones will be confirmed tomorrow, Hamilton said. 

 
 
Old Boy Malcolm Ellis 
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College News  
 
 

Rain stops teens' play  
DAVID WILLIAMS - The Press  
Last updated 05:00 13/01/2011 
 
The cricketing dreams of 12 Christchurch teenagers have been dashed by Queensland's deadly floods.  

The St Thomas of Canterbury College first XI were due to leave Brisbane last night without a ball being 
bowled in the annual Australasian Christian Brothers Cricket Week tournament.  

"[We've gone] from one bucket of fish [the earthquake] to jump into a potentially worse one," coach Thomas 
Newton said.  

Three other New Zealand Catholic schools – Auckland's St Peter's College, Liston College and Saint 
Kentigern College – are also caught up in the flood drama.  

The team from St Thomas had raised more than $30,000 over nine months to attend the tournament, with 
some paying their own way with part-time jobs.  

Newton said the team, two teachers and six parents were greeted by torrential rain and flooded fields on 
Monday, with the hope there might be some play next week.  

However, the tournament was cancelled the next day.  

Newton said he sympathised with the main organisers at tournament host St Joseph's Nudgee College – one 
had a flooded house and the other had been sandbagging for three days.  

"Sport takes a back seat when people are dying out in the rural towns and people's lives are at risk," he said.  

What had been little creeks on Monday "were now rivers", Newton said.  

"There's definitely a feeling of relief [to be leaving].  

"Our first priority is to get the boys to safety."  

Some of the St Thomas youngsters, aged between 14 and 17, had been looking forward to the trip for two 
years and, because of their age, would not be able to attend the next one.  

"Everyone's disappointed because we'd trained hard for it and they were looking to play some good cricket."  

It was only because of their travel agent's hard work that they were due to fly out of Brisbane last night.  

However, they heard yesterday afternoon that public transport to the airport had been cancelled and some 
major roads were closed.  

St Thomas of Canterbury head of sport Chris O'Connell, who did not travel with the team, said the school 
would try to recover some costs from travel insurance and would be talking to the Brisbane college about 
returning their prepaid fees.  
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WE WILL MISS YOU JAN 

 

 
 
It is with a touch of sadness that we farewell Jan Moore, our long time receptionist, 
from St Thomas’ this week. Jan has been with the College for over 24 years. 
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STC Swimming Sports Halswell Pool February 2011 
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McCLINTOCK WINS ATHLETICS SPORTS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A great day was had at the Athletic Sports at the far field in March with the whole school competing 
and striving for house points. It was great to see the colours, the energy, the competition and more of 
what seemed like “normal” in this time of site sharing. McClintock won the day with the green 
machine working well. 
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U15 and U17 FRANCE RUGBY  
TRIP 

 
The April holidays saw two rugby teams heading off to compete in France with staff and parents in 
charge or in toe! 
 
Great fun was had by all and huge life experiences and learning gained. A journey comment is within 
this newsletter for you all to read. 
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France … U15 and U17 Rugby Tour 
 

On Saturday 16th April, the U15 and U17 rugby teams left 
Christchurch to go overseas under the fabulous leadership of 
Marty Taylor, and with Paul McCarthy & Ben Smith who 
coached the teams.  With the great experience of the Lafdal 
family, we toured through France from Paris to Tournan, 
staying for two nights.  Then we were onto Vienne for five 
nights before spending a day touring Marseille prior to 
hopping on the overnight ferry to Corsica.  There we had 
three nights in Ajaccio, one night in Calvi and two nights in 
Bastia.  Next we visited Italy where we were based in 
Avezzano for three nights.  
 

We took part in the biggest tournament which was held in Vienne, where our boys played gallantly against 
what can only be described as big burly blokes.  Injuries were becoming a common sight which was 
unfortunate for our guys but as the tour went on we had no trouble in calling in recruits.  In fact in Calvi, one 
Vienne team was fighting over who was playing for the U15’s.  It became quite apparent throughout the tour 
that our boys were revered, with the haka being the main attraction.  From the sideline you could not see it 
for the people that were gathered around taking photos and videos.  The two teams were often in the 
Newspapers, and with the T.V. Cameras lurking about they were sure to be on local television.   

Vienne 
proved to be 
very special 
where on 
Anzac Day 
the ex- 
Mayor 
closed off a 
small street, 
arranged for 
a wreath and 
we held a 
small 

ceremony. Another highlight would be Monte Casino in Italy were we visited the Abbey and 
Commonwealth War Graves.  Each person was given a poppy to place on a grave and spent some time 
saying a few words.  Quite a few found the grave of what could be called a distant relative.  The boys then 
did a very moving haka.  The last day of the tour saw us beating the feet in Rome on a very warm spring 
day, visiting sights like the Vatican before catching the plane home (just a little bit smelly I might add!) 
 
By Jackie Redmond 
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RUGBY NEWS - 19th May 
 
ST THOMAS   VS SCORE WIN Player of the Day 
Press Cup Nayland College 60-3 STC Richard Mo’ale 
U18 St Bedes A 7-88 St Bedes Thomas Kerr 
U16 CBHS (U15) 24-44 CBHS James Gillies 
U15 Shirley BHS B 41-5 STC Harrison Kirk 
U14 Papanui HS 24-34 Papanui HS George Gosling 
U13 Shirley 32-32 Draw Josh Earl 
U12 Sumner 103-14 STC Jack Cleland 
 
 
Press Cup – An enthusiastic group of boys travelled up to Nelson on Friday to play new boys to the 
competition, Nayland College.  The Met Service up until Friday had expected heavy rain which did not 
eventuate and a sunny day greeted us.  Although the boys were focused, Nayland started by committing 
numbers to the breakdown which we didn’t and paid the price with a disjointed first half. 14-3 at half time 
was not a score line that pleased us as we had not completed our core jobs.  However, half time changes and 
a renewed focus led to a brilliant second half where the boys worked on the small things which helped us 
gain momentum.  46 point in this half meant a comfortable score line of 60-3.  A big test against 
Marlborough Boys at home this Saturday.  Players of the Day (Richard Mo’ale 5 points, Marii Vili 3 points, 
Alex Jenkins 1 point). 
 
 
U18 – The start of the season and we find ourselves in Section 1, which is going to be hard considering the team 
has only come together in the last few weeks.  Consequently we lost 
88-7 to a very strong St Bedes.  (Player of the Day Thomas Kerr 5 points, Thomas Paine 3 
points, Redmond McKenzie 1 point). 
 
 
U16 – The under 16’s game started off 
well with four quick tries in the 
opening 20 minutes.  As the game went 
on the boys grew tired and leaked a few 
easy tries to the opposition.  We 
need to work hard on our fitness this 
week.  We had them up front but lost it 
in speed and fitness. Player of the 
Day (James Gillies 5 points, Antonio 
Toleafoa 3 points, Levi Russ 1 point) 
                                              The U16 Rugby 
team playing against Christchurch 
Boys’ High School 
          
U15 – Very entertaining game with some 
great tries scored in the match.  STC 
were very dominant in defence and the 
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forwards provided great go forward ball for the slick running backs to finish off some impressive movements out 
wide.  A great start to the season with some impressive players stepping up from the U14 grade. Player of the Day 
(Harrison Kirk 5 points, Simon Koloamatangi 3 points, James Kerr 1 point). 
 
U14 – This week saw us take on a physical Papanui High School.  Our forwards once again front up and the backs 
had some good go forward ball.  The score fluctuated during the match with it at one stage being 17 all. 
                                                                                                 
In the second half we let some of the opposing team run more than we would have like and our positional play in 
the backs was sometimes found wanting.  The game was a close encounter but we faulted at the last post and went 
down 24-34.                                                                                                                 
Some individuals stood out being George Gosling, Isaiah McLeod, Regan Campbell in the forwards and Peter 
Price and Josh Bunting in backs with Josh touching down for two tries. 
Player of the Day (George Gosling 5 points, Isaiah McLeod 3 points, Josh Bunting 1 point) 
 
 
U13 – A mixed performance in our first competition game, unfortunately a lack of commitment at rucks and 
mauls along with control of kick offs kept Shirley in the game.  The score seesawed during the entire match, in the 
end we rallied well in the last 5 minutes enough to secure the last minute try, resulting in a high scoring draw.  
Josh Earl playing at loose forward and lock was tireless with the ball in hand and on defence, rewarded with a 
good try and is this week’s player of the day. Player of the Day (Josh Earl 5 Points, Sebastian Pelenato 3 points, 
Xavier Ngaata 1 point) 
 
 
U12 –  What a game !!!!!!!!!!!  Sumner showed up with 13 players and the coach wanted to play for competition 
points so I agreed.  So we started with 13 as well.  My boys played to the game plan I set for them at training and 
dominated from start to finish.  It was great day for rugby sun shining and exactly 21 seconds into the game my 
boys had a break out and scored under the posts.  That is how the game continued for the first half with STC 
running in 7 tries all converted. 
 
The second half Sumner came back with 2 quick tries which spirited my boys back into life and they run in 8 
unanswered tries with only missing 1 conversion.  It was very hard to pick a player of the day as the whole team 
played as one but the stand out was Jack Cleland with 5 tries and 10 conversions. 
 
I was very proud at how the boys conducted themselves after the game and I commend them on the pride they 
showed on STC home ground.  I have a great group of boys and look forward to what they have to offer rugby and 
STC. Player of the Day (Jack Cleland 5 points, Francis Verbo 3 points, Maton Adamson 1 point). 
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Facebook schoolboy grooming scandal widens 

Published: 9:58AM Saturday April 16, 2011 Source: ONE News  

Police are treating the actions of a Facebook predator as sexual grooming after up to 30 new victims came forward. 

A female predator has been posing as a teenager to befriend and sometimes threaten schoolboys. 

Police this week said 10 boys aged between 13 and 16 at four Christchurch schools were targeted. 

St Thomas of Canterbury College has said as many as 30 new victims from the school have come forward 
since the woman's operation was exposed this week, The Press reported today. 

Police interviewed seven St Thomas pupils yesterday. 

The college principal Christine O'Brien said the 28-year-old woman used a handful of false Facebook 
identities and posed as a teenager, sometimes 16 or 17, to make the schoolboys believe they were in a 
relationship. 

O'Brien told the newspaper she had seen a photograph of the woman allegedly behind the deception and the 
boys were shocked. 

"She is not an attractive young lady, let's just say that," she said. 
 

Christchurch senior sergeant John Robinson said the woman was known to police. 

He suspected the woman's actions were not financially motivated as had first been thought, but were rather 
the early stages of a grooming operation. 

"She does not look anything like the images she posted on Facebook. She looks about as far away from her 
profile as you could imagine," he said. 

"I suspect that what she was wanting from the boys further down the track was not financial. I suspect it was 
sexual." 

Robinson said he was collecting evidence to see what charges might be laid. 

O'Brien said when the victims tried to extricate themselves from the online relationship the woman would 
sometimes threaten that their house would be burned down. 
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FINAL SCORE STC 10 RANGIORA 8 
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PFA FAMILY FUN QUIZ NIGHT 
 

Friday 17 June in the School Gym. 
The cash bar will open from 7:00pm 
(EFTPOS will not be available).  
The quiz starts at 7:30pm sharp and will be a 
fun filled evening for the whole family.   
Tickets are $10.00 each or $50.00 for a team 
of 5-6 people.  To book a table (5-6 people), 
please phone the school office on 348 7010 or 
email Stephen Kennedy 
(skennedy@stc.school.nz) 
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STC JUBILEE WINE ORDER  
 

In association with Torlesse wines we offer you a Waipara Sauvignon Blanc 2009 and Waipara Pinot Noir 
2008. What a delightful memorabilia item for you to enjoy! A fantastic gift item!! 
 

Costs- $30.00 for a twin pack of two (either two white/ two red or one of each) or $180 for a carton of 12. 
Please provide cash on delivery of your wine. Email Chris O’Connell at oldboys@stc.school.nz  if you 
would like to order some wine now. Orders are also being taken on the Jubilee website. 
 

STC Old Boys Facebook page   
 
The Facebook page entitled ‘St Thomas of Canterbury College Old Boys Network’ is growing  
by the day. Please join up if you are a Facebook member as you will be eligible for the very up to date news that is 
posted on the site and event invitations.  
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